
 

City Administrator’s  

Weekly Update 
 WEEK ENDING SEPTEMBER 2, 2016 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

 
September 5  
Labor Day 
City Offices Closed 
 
September 6, 5:30 pm 
Council Work Session 
City Hall 
 
September 6, 7:00 pm 
City Council Meeting 
City Hall 
 
September 7, 8:00 am 
EDA 
City Hall 
 
September 12, 4:30 pm 
Parks Commission 
City Hall 
 
September 13, 7:00 pm 
Planning Commission 
City Hall 
 
September 20, 5:30 pm 
Council Work Session 
City Hall 
 
September 20, 7:00 pm 
City Council Meeting 
City Hall 
 
September 21, 6:00 pm 
CAFD Meeting 
 
September 27

, 
4:15 pm 

Library Board 
Library 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Administration 
Personnel 
Welcome to our new Assistant City Engineer, John Anderson, who started with us on Tuesday.  
John most recently served as the Assistant City Engineer for Arden Hills.  Welcome, John! 
 
A reminder that City Hall is closed on Monday for Labor Day.  I hope everyone has a safe and 
enjoyable long holiday weekend! 
 
Legal 
Good news on the legal front!  The City received word this week that the Eighth Circuit Court 
of Appeals has affirmed the dismissal of the Roschen lawsuit which alleged a violation of the 
Drivers Privacy Protection Act.  The complainant had been arguing that a number of law 
enforcement agencies, including the City of Cloquet, had accessed personal information from 
the State DPS database without a permissible purpose.  This lawsuit has first filed in 2013.  We 
were represented by Greene Espel out of Minneapolis. 
 
Bonding 
Staff met with Ehlers this week to discuss and explore a variety of issues related to the 
financing and specifically, the future issuance of bonds for future City projects.  We have 
received the green light for the Sales Tax bonds being considered for next year.  At some point 
later this fall, assuming none of the proposed projects change, staff will initiate the process so 
we are ready for next year’s construction season. 
 

2017 Budget and Capital Improvement Plan 
The latest draft of the preliminary 2017 budget and CIP will be discussed with the Council at 
next Tuesday’s meeting.  This version is what can be considered the final form for Council 
consideration on September 16

th
 subject to any changes that the City Council identifies or 

changes in assumptions or information that staff is made aware of.  The proposed property tax 
levy being discussed with the Council next week is 5.69%. 
 

Public Works/Parks 
Summer Road Projects 
Again, our last road improvement project, 3rd Street, is still under heavy reconstruction by our 
contractor.  With fall quickly approaching it’s nice to finally see what looks like some progress 
being made. 
 
Lake Superior Waterline Repairs 
Work continued this week to complete the leak repair.  Additional contractors were called in 
to assist and after another long week of work, the line was charged and pumping commenced 
today.  So far no signs of any additional leakage in this area. 
 

 
 
 

Character cannot be developed in ease and 
quiet.  Only through experience of trial and 

suffering can the soul be strengthened, vision 
cleared, ambition inspired, and success 

achieved. 
Helen Keller,  

Writer & Political Activist  
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Veteran’s Park Improvements 
The contractor began work in earnest this week on the improvements to Veteran’s Park.  I did 
receive a number of questions from the public about the scope of the project due to its high 
visibility. 
 
Slate Street Sidewalk Improvement 
The City met with the contractor this week for a preconstruction meeting.  Work is expected to 
begin Tuesday. 
 
Pinehurst Park 
With the start of the school year underway, the swimming pond is now closed for the season.   
 
The extensions to the backstop fencing around the softball field were also installed this week. 
 
Hilltop Park 
Our City staff installed the new play structure at Hilltop this week.  The structure has been long 
overdue but with it now installed, all of the programmed improvements planned for Hilltop 
are complete.  Nice job guys - looks good! 
 
Labor Day Celebration 
With the Veteran’s Park improvement now underway, the Labor Day celebration will be held 
at Pinehurst Park.  On Thursday, a number of what would best be described as “political pro-
labor” signs were placed on the Pinehurst Park fence along Highway 33.  City hall received a 
number of complaints regarding these signs and asked the coordinators of the celebration to 
remove them because they were in violation of the City’s sign ordinance and MnDOT right-of-
way policy.  When the signs were not removed by Friday, City staff removed them. 
 

Community Development 
Marketing Plan RFP’s 
The deadline for proposals is today and at present, the City had received 8 proposals.  The EDA 
will now start the review process. 
 

Other 
Staff has been working with our legal representatives regarding the City’s ability to collect 
Economic Development loan monies from the former Cloquet Home Center.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Information Attached: 
* August 25

th
 letter from MPCA 

* August 31
st

 letter from MN Department of Health 
* July Financial Report  

* August Permits 
* Cloquet Hockey Information Sheet (will be handed out by CAHA 

at the Labor Day Parade) 
 

 

http://www.ci.cloquet.mn.us/































