
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Sept. 15, 5:30 pm 
Council Work Session 
City Hall 
 
Sept. 15, 7:00 pm 
City Council Meeting 
City Hall 
 
September 22, 7:00 pm 
Planning Commission 
City Hall 
CANCELLED 
 
September 22, 6:30 pm 
MnDOT public meeting 
City Hall 
 
September 29, 4:15 pm 
Library Board 
Library  
 
October 6, 5:30 pm 
Council Work Session 
City Hall 
 
October 6, 7:00 pm 
City Council Meeting 
City Hall 
 

Week Ending September 11, 2015 

Brian Fritsinger 

1307 Cloquet Ave 

Cloquet MN 55720 

Ph: 218-879-3347 

Fax: 218-879-6555 

Administration 

Personnel 

Staff has been researching an elective benefit that 

provides identity theft and legal plan coverage for 

City employees.  We are in the process of speaking 

with other cities that offer similar benefits to 

inquire about the levels of participation they are 

experiencing. 

The City’s 2016 health insurance with BCBS through 

the Northeast Service Cooperative was renewed 

this week.  We will be working on some of the 

various aspects of the Affordable Care Act and 

notifying employees of the various items related to 

the health plan. 

Cyber Insurance 

Staff is also working with our liability insurance 

carrier, Travelers, on an additional coverage which 

would provide the City with protection in the event 

of Cyber breach.  With increasing reliance on data 

and our data systems, it is imperative that we 

protect the City in the event of such a problem. 

City Council I-pads 

Staff has met with different providers regarding the 

acquisition of i-Pads for the City Council in an effort 

to  move towards a paperless Council agenda 

process.  We have narrowed down the provider to 

Verizon and will be receiving a formal proposal for 

the devices and related data plans next week.  A 

slow process, but hopefully there soon!  

Public facilities 

The CAFD Board included the topic of their 

future need for facilities as part of a discussion 

this week pertaining to the adoption of their 

2016 budget.  In my opinion, this discussion 

appeared to be leading to an eventual decision 

to slow down their building needs, which 

would impact the City Council’s preliminary 

schedule for public facility improvements.  At a 

minimum, I believe it will lead to either a joint 

meeting with the CAFD Board and/or a 

rethinking of our course of action. 

 

 

On a related note, it was identified that the 

generator that powers to the public safety 

building in case of an emergency isn’t working.  

The repairs are being made to the generator at 

a considerable expense. 

Scanlon Merger/Consolidation 

This past week the Duluth News and Fox21 

reported on the Cloquet/Scanlon merger 

concept.  Staff has been working with the State 

and Scanlon to understand the impact of the 

recent petition to consider the merger.  The 

petition, as it exists, locks the City of Cloquet 

into the obligation to study the merger.  The 

petitioners are working with the State to better 

understand what it means as well. 

Friends of Animals 

Staff will be meeting with FOA representatives 

next week to discuss their request for a one-

time donation from the City.  Per Council 

direction, staff will be looking for a project 

and/or financial assurances to justify the 

donation. 

FDL Air Quality Permit 

There will be meeting with staff from Senator 

Klobachar’s office next week as well as Sappi to 

have additional discussion on FDL’s Air Quality 

Permit . 

Leadership Program 

Attached the City Council will find a flyer for 

the Chamber Leadership Program.  In previous 

years, members of the City Council have 

participated in the program.  If anyone from 

the Council is interested  please contact the 

Chamber directly and let me know. 

 

    



“For the past 33 years, I have looked 

in the mirror every morning and 

asked myself: 'If today were the last 

day of my life, would I want to do 

what I am about to do today?' And 

whenever the answer has been 'No' 

for too many days in a row, I know I 

need to change something." 

-- Steve Jobs, 

American entrepreneur  

Administration Continued 

Flu Shots 
 
We are currently working on setting up a free flu shot  
clinic for all City employees for tentatively October 7th and 
8th.  As plans are finalized, we will be sending out flyers with 
more details.  Flu season will be upon us soon!  
 

Public works/parks 

Hilltop Park 

This project also continues to take shape.  Being constructed 

in the Pine stand adjacent to Hilltop the area really gives you 

a “carved out of the forest” feel and will be interesting to 

see how it looks upon completion. 

Pinehurst Park 

Work continued this week on the park reconstruction.  

Most of the work to date has been demolition and removal 

of material from the site.   

Sunnyside Park Tennis Courts 

The contractor has been working on installing the fencing 

this week.  All of the support poles have been erected with 

the fencing up next.  The courts remain to be painted as it 

takes about a month of curing on the asphalt before it can 

be painted.  

Highway 33/I-35 Public Meeting 

Another reminder that MnDOT has scheduled a public meeting 

for September 22nd, 6:30 pm at City Hall to discuss some of the 

preliminary design concepts addressing the  

safety challenges at the Highway 33/I-35 interchange.   

 

 

\ 

Community Development 

The City worked with Burns McDonnel consultant Fred Doran, 

to review the various conditions of the Conditional Use Per-

mit, which allows Shamrock to operate in Cloquet.  In addition 

to the conditions reviewed, the audit analyzed the accuracy of 

garbage volumes and host fee payments to the City of Clo-

quet.  

 

 

Week Ending September 11, 2015 

OTHER INFORMATION ATTACHED 
Attached the Council will find the following: 

 

*  2015-2016 Chamber Leadership Program 

*  8/19/15 CAFD Board Meeting Minutes 


















