
 

City Administrator’s  

Update 
 WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 7, 2018 

 
 

 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
December 11, 7:00 pm 
Planning Commission 
CANCELLED 

 
December 18, 5:30 pm 
Council Work Session 
City Hall 
 
December 18, 7:00 pm 
City Council Meeting 
City Hall 
 
December 19, 6:00 pm 
CAFD Board Meeting 
District Office 
 
December 24 & 25 
CHRISTMAS 
City Hall Closed 
 
January 1 
NEW YEAR’S DAY 
City Hall Closed 
 
January 2, 5:30 pm 
Council Work Session 
City Hall 
 
January 2, 7:00 pm 
City Council Meeting 
City Hall 
 
Aaron Reeves, 
City Administrator 
1307 Cloquet Avenue 
Cloquet, MN  55720 
(218)879-3347 
areeves@cloquetmn.gov  

 
Administration/Finance 
At Tuesday’s meeting, the Council adopted the 2019 budget levy with a 1.5% levy 
decrease.  This will be the first decrease in the levy since 2003.  The City will close on the MCCU 
building in December with the plan to start renovations as soon as we are able to get into the 
facility.  It’s anticipated the MCCU will be out by February, but we may be able to get into the 
basement area earlier to start the renovation work.   
 
The City has begun negotiations with the Minnesota Wilderness on a new contract to keep 
them playing in Cloquet.  The City has approved the transfer of the Public Safety Building to the 
CAFD.  The CAFD will renovate and use the entire building for their operations while they 
continue to seek legislative approval to build a new facility.   
 
The new City Council will take office at the January 2nd City Council meeting.  Congratulations 
and thank you to those that ran in the election.  It takes a lot of courage to run for office and I 
appreciate everyone that puts themselves out there to serve their City. 

 
Human Resources 
Staff evaluations are starting to trickle in.  If you have not had your evaluation yet, remind your 
supervisor they are due on December 15th.  

 

Public Works/Parks 
The Park crew has been taking advantage of the colder weather conditions to flood the skating 
rinks in preparation for the skating season.  Warming houses are scheduled to be open this 
weekend at the Pinehurst, Sunnyside and Athletic rinks.  The Dunlap Island warming house and 
skating ribbon is scheduled to open next Friday, December 14th.   
 

Economic Development 
EDA held their last meeting for 2018 and acknowledged outgoing EDA Commissioner Bjerkness 
for his 15 years and Commissioner Peterson for her 11 years of leadership and contributions to 
the EDA and community.  The EDA also acknowledged the retirement of Carlton County EDA 
Director Connie Christenson and her ex-officio service contributions and efforts within the 
County over the past 5.5 years.  Other business for the EDA included a recommendation to 
Council to renew participation in the MN Cities Participation program for 2019, which offers 
down payment and closing cost loans for first time home buyers and well as the start-up first 
time homebuyer loans.   
 
Staff prepared a letter of support for Nancy Norr, MnPower Director of Economic 
Development, as she applies for the MN DEED Commissioner Position (see attached).    
 
Staff received unexpected news of the December 22nd closing of Cloquet’s Goodwill retail store.  
Staff communicated with the director by phone and email explaining that the Cloquet Goodwill 
Store is heavily used by residents of Cloquet and surrounding communities, all of which have 
significantly lower median incomes than the Duluth area market.  With Cloquet being 
approximately 20 miles from Duluth, the City does not believe that Goodwill will maintain 
donations or shoppers into the Duluth market from our area due to location, income and 
transportation sensitivities.  The 11 Cloquet employees may viably shift to the Duluth location.  
This decision made by Goodwill’s Board is a significant blow to our downtown and the City 
hopes they understand the impact on our community. (see attached Press Release).  
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Dave Hallback, Mayor 
 

City Council Members: 
Jeff Rock, Ward 1 

David Bjerkness, Ward 2 
Roger Maki, Ward 3 

Kerry Kolodge, Ward 4 
Steve Langley, Ward 5 
Barb Wyman, At Large 
 
 

  

 
 

Visit Our Website at: 
www.ci.cloquet.mn.us 

 

 

 
Planning and Zoning 
At this week’s Council meeting, the City Council approved Zoning Ordinance modifications that 
include: 

• Highway 33 Design Standards, allowing flexibility in the exterior appearance of 
buildings while still requiring a durable material   

• Removing the requirement of irrigation systems in all areas 

• Eliminating the need for off-street parking in the Historic (West End) Commercial 
District for existing buildings to make it consistent with the downtown area. 
 

Staff also had discussion on future property options with a Hwy 33 landowner that has 
numerous billboards. 

 
Building & Housing Inspections 
Construction continues to move along for the new Members Cooperative Credit Union and 
Aldi’s.  Foundation walls will be poured on Friday at White Pine Apartments.  Staff has been 
investigating a neighborhood nuisance housing complaint along Doddridge Avenue. 
 

Library 
The Cloquet Public Library is having a dedication ceremony of a Family Reading Bench in 

memory of Lucy and Jemima on Thursday, December 20th at 9:00 a.m. at the library. 
Coffee/Cider and cookies will follow the dedication and a time to visit with family and friends. 
 
The Library recently held an Amnesty Week and cleared $443.44 worth of fines, took in 179.5 
pounds of food donations and $25.00 for the Food Shelf.  We had about 120 people come 
through last Friday for our Home for the Holidays celebration with The Works out of 
Minneapolis.  Coming up Tuesday, Dec. 11th at 10:30, Zach Scot Johnson will perform a Holiday 
Music Program. He has opened for Kevin Costner and Roseanne Cash and has two albums, “Sad 
Songs” and “Sadder Songs” and will be coming out with a new album called “Sad Christmas 
Songs”.  
 
The staff at the Cloquet Library wishes everyone Happy Holidays! 

 

 
 
 
 

Other Information Attached: 
*  September 2018 Financial Report 

* November 2018 Permit Report 
*Goodwill Press Release 
* Letter of Support, Norr 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
12/06/18 

 
Goodwill Industries to Consolidate Operations at Cloquet Location 

 
Cloquet, MN- In an effort to improve its efficiency, Goodwill Industries Vocational Enterprises will consolidate 
operations at its retail store and donation center in Cloquet, MN.  The store, which is located at 1102 Cloquet 
Avenue, will be closed effective Saturday December 22nd, 2018.   
 
President and CEO, Marcy Vogt stated, “Our Board of Directors has concluded that this consolidation is a necessary 
step in becoming a more efficient organization.”    
 
All current employees of the Cloquet store will be offered employment at other Goodwill locations in the area, 
including stores in Hermantown, Kenwood, and Duluth. Approximately 11 people will be impacted by the store 
closure and Goodwill is working diligently to identify how to support everyone’s transition needs. No layoffs will 
occur.   
 
“Our top priority is the people we employ and serve and we will make every effort to ensure as easy a transition as 
possible. We will continue to fulfill our mission of providing employment and employment services to people with 
disabilities or other barriers, while taking the necessary steps to make our organization stronger” said Vogt.  
 
Moving forward, donations of household items from the Cloquet community will happily be accepted at any other 
Goodwill Industries location in the area, including:  
 
Duluth  
700 Garfield Avenue  
Duluth, MN  
55806  
(218) 722-3050 
 
Hermantown   
4883 Miller Trunk Highway  
Hermantown, MN  
55811  
(218) 721-0001 
 
Kenwood   
1352 W. Arrowhead Road  
Duluth, MN  
55811  
(218) 522-4461 
 
Superior   
2911 Tower Avenue  
Superior, WI  
54880 
(715) 392-1726 
 
“We would like to thank the local community for their support of the Cloquet store over the past 30 plus years, 
and invite you to shop and donate at any of our other 14 retail stores and donation centers in the Northland. 
Although there are no immediate plans to open another Goodwill store in the Cloquet area, Goodwill will continue 
to explore the possibility of this in the future” said Vogt.  



As a thank you to their local shoppers and donors Goodwill will be holding a storewide 50% off sale Monday 
December 10th – Saturday December 22nd. Donations will be accepted through Saturday December 22nd as well.  

Goodwill Industries serves 14 cities and 29 counties throughout the greater Minnesota and Wisconsin area. 
Goodwill’s mission is to provide employment and employment services to people with disabilities or other barriers 
to employment. Last fiscal year, Goodwill Industries employed 186 individuals through its service programs.  

To learn more about Goodwill Industries visit www.goodwillduluth.org  

 
For more information, contact: 
Scott Vezina  
Communications & Training Manager  
Goodwill Duluth 
218-336-1568 
svezina@goodwillduluth.org  

http://www.goodwillduluth.org/
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