
Community Development Department 
101 – 14th Street • Cloquet MN  55720 

Phone:  218-879-2507 •  Fax:  218-879-6555 
www.cloquetmn.gov 

 

 

 

EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL REQUIREMENTS 

Congratulations on your project in Cloquet.  Before you get started, it is important that you are 
aware of regulatory requirements relating to erosion and sediment control.  This information is 
provided to help you better understand your obligations. Federal, state, and local regulations 
require erosion and sediment control at some construction sites in order to protect water 
quality. 
 
Polluted stormwater runoff is a primary threat to water quality in the U.S.  In particular, un- 
Controlled stormwater runoff from construction sites can carry a lot of dirt (sediment) and 
other pollutants that are harmful to lakes, streams and wetlands.  The good news is that when 
proper controls are implemented at construction sites, the amount of soils and other pollutants 
transported offsite by stormwater runoff is significantly reduced. 
 
Effective erosion and sediment controls include a variety of practices, including minimizing the 
area of disturbance, stabilizing exposed soils in areas not being actively worked, maintaining 
vegetative buffers, installing perimeter controls around the area of construction, protecting 
downstream inlets, and stabilizing the construction entrance to prevent tracking onto the road.   
 
Cloquet City Code 

• No grading activity shall be performed without first having obtained a Grading Permit. 
• All Grading Permit Applications are to be accompanied by an acceptable site plan 

illustrating all proposed erosion, sediment control and restoration practices. 
• Any land disturbing activity, regardless of project size, and requirement for a permit is to 

be undertaken in a manner designed to prevent erosion and sedimentation. 
• Any project disturbing an acre or more, or that is part of common plan of development 

that disturbs an acre or more (i.e., a subdivision), must also comply with State NPDES 
permit requirements (see below). 

 
NPDES Permit Requirements 
Federal regulations require a national Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
stormwater permit for any construction project that disturbs one acre or more, or that is part 
of a common plan of development that disturbs an acre or more.  In Minnesota the NPDES 
permit program is administered by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA). 
 
If your project will impact an acre or more and is not within a new subdivision you must obtain 
an NPDES construction stormwater permit prior to commencing construction.  Visit the MPCA 
website for more information on how to apply for permit coverage.  It is your responsibility to 
obtain and comply with all required permits.  You may also be required to submit verification of 
NPDES permit coverage to the City. 

http://www.cloquetmn.gov/
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/water/water-types-and-programs/stormwater/stormwater.html
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/water/water-types-and-programs/stormwater/stormwater.html


 
If your building lot is within a new housing development, the developer will have already 
obtained a NPDES permit from the MPCA.  The NPDES permit covers all development activities 
within the subdivision, including construction on individual lots.  As lots within the development 
are sold, the responsibility for ensuring compliance with the permit shifts from the developer to 
the new owner and operator (that’s you).  Thus, you are responsible for complying with all of 
the terms and conditions of the NPDES permit for all construction activities on your lot.  This 
means you must: 
 

• Ensure that effective erosion and sediment control measures are implemented on your 
lot throughout the duration of construction until the site is permanently stabilized.  You 
will be subject to enforcement action from the MPCA for failure to comply with permit 
requirements. 

• Submit to the MPCA a complete permit modification from for your lot prior to 
commencing construction and within seven days of taking ownership/control of the 
property.  This form officially transfers the responsibility for permit compliance from the 
original owner (developer) to you.  The developer should provide you with a copy of the 
required form.  Failure to submit the form to the MPCA will not exempt you from your 
erosion and sediment control responsibilities. 

 
Wetlands 
Many lots within the city of Cloquet contain wetlands.  Some wetlands are difficult for 
untrained persons to recognize.  If wetlands are on your property, a professional delineation 
may be required before your project is approved.  Impacts to wetlands are strictly regulated, 
and you may not fill or otherwise impact any wetlands on your property unless you have 
obtained the necessary permits to do so.  For more information, contact the City 
Planner/Zoning Administrator Al Cottingham, at 218-879-2507 (ext. 3).   
 
Compliance and Inspection 
It is important that you take this matter seriously.  Your project site is subject to inspection 
throughout the duration of construction by representatives of the City and/or MPCA.  Failure to 
implement erosion and sediment control measures when required to do so, or to impact a 
wetland without a permit, is a violation of federal, state, and/or local regulations and may 
result in fines, penalties, and/or a stop work order. 
 
Questions? 
In order to keep your project running smoothly it’s always best to ask if you are uncertain about 
what is required at your project site.  If you have questions or need assistance, please contact 
the Assistant City Engineer, at 218-879-6758. 




