
Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission 
Tuesday, December 10, 2019 

7 pm Regular Meeting 
101 14th St, Cloquet, MN 55720 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Roll Call 
 

3. Additions/Changes to the Agenda 
 

4. Minutes from the November 12, 2019 Planning Commission meeting 
 
        ______________ 
 

5. Zoning Case 19-16; SKB Environmental Cloquet Landfill, Conditional Use Permit 
Amendment 
 

______________ 
 

6. Zoning Case 19-18:  SKB Environmental Cloquet Landfill, Special Event 
 

______________ 
   

7. Zoning Case 19-15:  City of Cloquet, Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
 

______________ 
 

8. Commissioner’s Questions/Comments 
 

9. Adjourn 
 
NEXT MEETING:   
January 14th @ 7 pm 
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CALL TO ORDER 
 
Acting Chairman Sanders called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Attending: Planning Commission members: Terri Lyytinen, Rob Zappia, John Sanders, Mark 
Cline and Philip Demers; City: Al Cottingham.  
 
Absent: Uriah Wilkinson and Elizabeth Polling.   
 
Others Present: Tim Grahek, JinYeene Neumann and Leonard Conklin. 
 
ADDITIONS/CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
None. 
 
AGENDA ITEMS 
 
October 8, 2019 Meeting Minutes 
Acting Chairman Sanders asked for any corrections or additions. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Lyytinen made a motion to approve the Planning Commission 

meeting minutes from October 8, 2019, Commissioner Zappia seconded. 
(Motion was approved 5-0).   

 
Zoning Case 19-11: Variance for Annette Kiehn 
Acting Chairman Sanders introduced Zoning Case 19-11, Variance for Annette Kiehn and asked 
Mr. Cottingham to provide an overview.  Mr. Cottingham stated Annette Kiehn is proposing two 
Variances one to the minimum lot size requirement and one to the minimum lot width on a 
public road in the Farm Residential District.  The property is located at 1014 Pinewood Drive. 
This item has had tie votes at the last two meetings and it needs to be taken care of. 
 
The Commission discussed the possibility of rezoning the area since city water is in White Pine 
Trail.  They would like to revisit this during the winter months. 
    
There being no further discussion Acting Chairman Sanders looked for a motion. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Cline made a motion to approve Resolution No. 19-11, A 

Resolution Denying a Variance to the Minimum Lot Size Requirement and 
the Minimum Lot Width on a Public Road in the FR- Farm Residential 
District for Annette Kiehn, Commissioner Zappia seconded. (Motion passed 
4-1 Lyytinen) 
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Zoning Case 19-13: Annual Gravel Pit Renewals  
Acting Chairman Sanders introduced Zoning Case 19-13, Annual Gravel Pit Renewals and asked 
Mr. Cottingham to provide an overview.  Mr. Cottingham noted this was the annual review for 
the four existing gravel mining operations within the city.  The Jeff Zack pit is located west of 
the Business Park and is a small operation.  There have been no complaints on this operation 
over the past year.  The Carlton County pit is located south of Airport Road and east of Trettel 
Lane.  This pit serves primarily as a stockpile area for recycled asphalt and other materials.  
There have been no complaints on this operation over the past year.  The Ulland and KGM pits 
are located south of Interstate 35, east of 14th Street and west of Highway 45.  Both of these pits 
have had a large amount of materials taken out this season with asphalt plants set up at various 
times.  We have received a few complaints about the odors from the asphalt plants.  He noted 
there were representatives from the County and Ulland’s present. 
 
Acting Chairman Sanders had a concern with the Carlton County pit and the pile of material that 
some removed and the steep slope and possible shifting of the materials onto somebody.  Ms. 
Neumann stated that they would have this taken care of. 
 
There being no further discussion Acting Chairman Sanders looked for a motion. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Lyytinen made a motion to approve Resolution No. 19-13, A 

Resolution Recommending the City Council of Cloquet Approve the Annual 
Excavation Permits for 2020, Commissioner Demers seconded. (Motion 
passed 5-0) 

 
Mr. Cottingham noted this recommendation would be forwarded to the City Council for their 
November 19th meeting. 
 
Zoning Case 19-14: Variances for Leonard Conklin 
Acting Chairman Sanders introduced Zoning Case 19-14, Variances for Leonard Conklin and 
opened the public hearing.  He asked Mr. Cottingham to provide an overview.  Mr. Cottingham 
stated Leonard Conklin is proposing three Variances one to the minimum front yard setback for 
parking, one for the requirement for curb and gutter and one to the Highway 33 Design 
Standards in the Regional Commercial District.  Mr. Conklin is proposing a 3,264 square foot 
building with associated parking on the property.  He is proposing to have pavement right up to 
the building and the front property line, concrete curb and gutter only along the front property 
line and the exterior being similar to the building at 907 Stanley Avenue with masonry on the 
bottom and metal above that.  He has wrestled with this application since on one hand the 
Ordinance standards should be adhered to with a new building but there are no other sites along 
this road that meet those requirements.  Mr. Conklin is not requesting anything different than 
what other properties along Stanley Avenue have.  He noted this is a public hearing with a legal 
notice published in the Pine Journal on October 31st and property owners within 350 feet were 
notified. 
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Acting Chairman Sanders inquired about the shared parking and access with the property to the 
west. 
 
Mr. Cottingham stated that cross easement documents would need to be recorded and that would 
be addressed with the site plan submittal. 
 
Acting Chairman Sanders also had concern with drainage from the site possible flowing across 
neighboring properties. 
 
Mr. Conklin stated that they were looking at this with the civil drawings. 
 
Mr. Cottingham noted that staff would be reviewing this as part of the site plan submittal. 
 
There being no further discussion Acting Chairman Sanders closed the public hearing and looked 
for a motion. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Cline made a motion to approve Resolution No. 19-14, A 

Resolution Approving a Variance to the Minimum Front Yard Setback for 
Parking, the Requirement for Curb and Gutter and the Highway 33 Design 
Standards in the RC – Regional Commercial District for Leonard Conklin, 
Commissioner Zappia seconded. (Motion passed 5-0) 

 
Discussion- Multiple-family Structures in the Historic Commercial District 
Mr. Cottingham stated that he had drafted an Ordinance Amendment changing the language for 
Residential Uses within the Historic District based on discussion from the last meeting.  He had 
discussed this with the City Attorney and the only concern form him was the minimum setback 
to the side and rear property lines. 
 
The Commission discussed the setbacks and possible concerns with fire access to the rear of the 
building.  They also discussed the language on the amount of the ground floor that could be 
occupied by residential unit(s).  They felt using a percentage would be better than the language 
in the draft. 
 
Mr. Cottingham stated he would make some changes and come back at the next meeting with a 
scheduled public hearing on the proposed change.  There can be further amendments made at 
that time if necessary. 
 
Commissioner’s Questions/Comment 
None. 
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Next Meeting 
December 10, 2019 
 
 
Meeting adjourned 7:44 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Al Cottingham, City Planner/Zoning Administrator  
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To:   Planning Commission 
From:   Al Cottingham, City Planner/Zoning Administrator 
Date:   December 4, 2019 
 
 
ITEM DESCRIPTION: ZONING CASE 19-16:  CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 

AMENDMENT FOR SKB ENVIRONMENTAL CLOQUET 
LANDFILL 

 
Background 
On February 15, 2011 the City Council approved a conditional use permit for Shamrock 
Environmental, LLC for an Industrial Waste Landfill at 761 Highway 45 subject to a number of 
conditions.    On November 5, 2014 the condition that limited the hours of operation was 
amended to allow hours of 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday through Saturday and Noon to 4:00 PM 
on Sunday. The Sunday hours were allowed on a trial basis only for the winter months of 2014 – 
2015 and were specifically to allow SKB to dump paper sludge waste only with a maximum of 5 
truckloads.  The applicant is proposing to amend the condition pertaining to hours of operation. 
The conditional use permit amendment is to amend the hours of SKB Environmental Cloquet 
Landfill to be open 24 hours per day, seven (7) days per week solely for SRFI material being 
transported with SKB trucks and direct employees in the HI – Heavy Industry District.  The 
heavy equipment on site would not be used during those hours.  

A public hearing will be held on Tuesday, December 10, 2019 to consider a conditional use 
permit amendment.  A legal notice was published in the Pine Journal on November 28, 2019 and 
property owners within 1320 feet were sent notices of the public hearing. 

Policy Objectives 
The Conditional Use Permit is for the Industrial Landfill in the HI – Heavy Industry District.  
The landfill is a permitted use that conditions can be placed on to ensure adequate conditions and 
thresholds are in place to provide protections from the approved land use.   
 
 
 
 



Community Development Department 
101 14th Street • Cloquet MN  55720 

Phone:  218-879-2507 •  Fax:  218-879-6555 

 

2 

 

Staff Review 
During the early operations of the landfill staff received anonymous complaints regarding the 
operations and upon investigation determined that they were unfounded.   The landfill has been 
in operation for over eight years and has been a good neighbor when it pertains to noise.  We 
have received complaints regarding the gravel mining operations in the same area which is why 
some people may have thought it was the landfill.  With the extended hours that were approved 
in 2014 they were required to monitor the noise levels to determine what if any were the impacts 
on the Hilltop (to the southwest) neighborhood which is over 1,600 feet away from the site.  The 
noise monitoring equipment showed that there was more noise coming from Interstate 35 and the 
railroad whistle than the trucks dumping loads at the landfill.  There were no complaints filed 
with the city during this time frame. 
 
Conditional Use Permit 
This operation was approved as a Conditional Use in 2011 with conditions placed upon it.  The 
Zoning Ordinance states Conditional Use Permits may be granted when they comply with the 
following approval criteria: (Staff comments in italic)   

 
1. Consistency with the Comprehensive Plan.  The relationship of the proposed use to the 
goals, objectives, and policies of the City of Cloquet Comprehensive Plan. The Plan 
identifies the area as interim mining with commercial-industrial reserve following that. 
 
2. Compatibility.  The compatibility of the proposed use with existing development 
within three hundred (300) feet of the proposed use and within five hundred (500) feet 
along the same street and development anticipated in the foreseeable future within the 
neighborhood and conditions that would make the use more compatible. The proposed  
use is compatible with the former use of this site as a gravel mining operation.  Access to 
the site is via Highway 45 to the east along with two gravel operations, the Sappi wood 
lot and Carlson Timber.  The closest residence is over 1,400 feet from the property 
boundaries. 
 
3. Importance of services to the community.  The importance of the services provided by 
the proposed facility to the community, if any, and the requirements of the facility for 
certain locations, if any, and without undue inconvenience to the developer, and the 
availability of alternative locations equally suitable.  The landfill provides a location for 
industrial and demolition materials to be brought for business in Cloquet and the 
surrounding area.  
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4. Neighborhood protections.  The sufficiency of terms and conditions proposed to 
protect and maintain the uses in the surrounding neighborhood.  With the approval in 
2011 there were a number of conditions to protect the residents some 1400 feet away.  
This included a berm and plantings.  
 
5. Conformance with other requirements of this Chapter.  The conformance of the 
proposed development with all provisions of this Chapter.  The proposed new hours of 
operation will be in compliance with all requirements of the Zoning Ordinance and the 
approved conditional use permit.  
 
6. Other factor.  Other factors pertinent to the proposed use, site conditions, or 
surrounding area considerations that the Planning Commission or the City Council feels 
are necessary for review in order to make an informed and just decision. 

 
Financial Impacts 
The applicant has paid the conditional use permit fee.   
 
Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission move to adopt Resolution 19-16, A Resolution 
recommending approval of the conditional use permit amendment for property located at 761 
Highway 45 for Shamrock Landfill subject to the conditions in the attached resolution. 
 
Attachments 

• Resolution 19-16 
• Location Map 
• Petitioner’s Narrative 
• Resolution 11-11 Approving the CUP 

 
 
 

 
 



 
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
  
COUNTY OF CARLTON 
 
CITY OF CLOQUET 
 
Commissioner ____________ offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 19-16 
 

A RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF A CONDITIONAL USE 
PERMIT AMENDMENT TO ALLOW FOR THE EXPANDED HOURS OF 

OPERATION FOR SHAMROCK LANDFILL  
 

WHEREAS, an Application has been submitted by Shamrock Landfill to amend their existing 
conditional use permit which was approved on February 15, 2011 and amended on November 5, 
2014.  The amendment request is pursuant to 17.2.06 of the City Code, for the 59-acre Industrial 
Landfill to modify their hours of operation to allow 24 hours a day, seven days a week solely for 
the SRFI material transported with SKB trucks and direct employees; and 
 
WHEREAS, As required by ordinance, notification was advertised in the Pine Journal and all 
property owners within 1320 feet were notified.  A public hearing was held to consider the 
Application at the regular meeting of the Cloquet Planning Commission on December 10, 2019 
at which time Zoning Case / Development Review No. 19-16 was heard and discussed; and  
 
WHEREAS, the property of the proposed Conditional Use Permit Amendment is located at 761 
Highway 45 and is legally described as follows: 

 
That part of the West 390.00 feet of the Northwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter, 
Section 25, Township 49, Range 17, Carlton County, Minnesota, which lies southerly of 
Interstate Highway 35 and northerly of the South 100.00 feet of said Northwest Quarter 
of the Southeast Quarter. 
AND ALSO 
That part f the South 100.00 feet of the North Half of the Southeast Quarter, Section 25, 
Township 49, Range 17, Carlton County, Minnesota, which lies westerly of the right-of-
way of the Great Northern Railway (now known as Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
Railroad). 
AND ALSO 
That part of the East 600.00 feet of the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter, 
Section 25, Township 49, Range 17, Carlton County, Minnesota, which lies southerly of 
Interstate Highway 35. 
AND ALSO 
The east 600.00 feet of the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter, Section 25, 
Township 49, Range 17, Carlton County, Minnesota. 
AND ALSO 



The South Half of Southeast Quarter lying West of Great Northern Railway Company’s 
right-of-way (now known as Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad), Section 25, 
Township 49, Range 17, according to the United States Government Survey thereof. 
EXCEPT those two parcels lying within the following described tracts; 
1. Beginning at a point on the south line of said Section 25, distant 100 feet west of the 
southeast corner of SW ¼ of SE ¼ thereof; thence run northeasterly at an angle of 68 
degrees 00 minutes with said south line for 475 feet; thence deflect to the left at an angle 
of 112 degrees 00 minutes for 500 feet; thence deflect to the left at an angle of 68 degrees 
00 minutes for 475 feet; thence deflect to the left at an angle of 112 degrees 00 minutes 
for 500 feet to the beginning. 
2. From a point on the south line of said Section 25 distant of 100 feet west of the 
southeast corner of SW ¼ of SE 1/4 , thereof, run northeasterly at an angle of 68 degrees 
00 minutes with said south section line for 475 feet to the point of beginning; thence 
continue northeasterly along the above described course to its intersection with a line run 
parallel with and distant 660 feet north of the south line of said Section 25; thence run 
west along said 660 foot parallel line to its intersection with a line run parallel with and 
distant 992 feet west of the east line of the SW ¼ of SE ¼ of said Section 25; thence run 
south along said 992 foot parallel line to the south line of said Section 25; thence run east 
along said section line for 392 feet; thence deflect to the left 68 degrees 00 minutes for 
475 feet; thence deflect to the right 68 degrees for 500 feet to the point of beginning. 

 
WHEREAS, the Cloquet Planning Commission reviewed the Application to Amend the 
Conditional Use Permit for SKB Environmental Cloquet Landfill to modify their hours of 
operation to allow 24 hours a day, seven days a week solely for the SRFI material transported 
with SKB trucks and direct employees per Section 17.2.06 Subdivisions 3 and 4 of the Cloquet 
Zoning Ordinance and made a finding of fact as follows:  
 

1. The landfill as previously determined had a legal right to establish their business in 
this location as a land use.  After a moratorium on landfills in 2011, landfills are no 
longer allowed to be established or expanded in the City of Cloquet. 
 

2. The proposed use is compatible with existing development within 300’ of the 
proposed use and within 500’ along the same street and development anticipated in 
the foreseeable future within the neighborhood and conditions would make the use 
more compatible.   

 
3. The service provided by the landfill is important to the community. 
 
4. The Amended Conditional Use Permit will continue to protect and maintain 

neighborhood protections for the surrounding neighborhood with these modified 
hours of operation. 

 
5. This application is in conformance with other requirements of the Cloquet Zoning 

Ordinance. 
 
6. There are no other factors or additional conditions impacting this application. 
 



 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF CLOQUET, MINNESOTA, that the Planning Commission recommends approval of 
Zoning Case 19-16 for an amendment to the Conditional Use Permit for SKB Environmental 
Cloquet Landfill subject to the following conditions: 
 

1.  The hours of operation shall be amended to allow 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
solely for the SRFI material transported with SKB trucks and direct employees. 
2.  No heavy equipment shall be operated on site during these extended hours. 

 
 
The foregoing motion was duly seconded by Commissioner ___________ and being put to vote 
members voted: AYE: ____ NAY: ____ ABSENT: ___ 
 
MARK CLINE  ____   PHILIP DEMERS  ____ 
 
TERRI LYYTINEN  ____   ELIZABETH POLLING ____ 
 
JOHN SANDERS  ____   URIAH WILKINSON ____ 
 
ROBERT ZAPPIA  ____ 
 
 
Passed and adopted this 10th day of December 2019. 
 
 
       CITY OF CLOQUET 
 
 
       __________________________ 
        URIAH WILKINSON 
            CHAIR 
 
 
ATTEST:_______________________ 
         Alan Cottingham 
         City Planner/Zoning Administrator 
 



LOCATION MAP 

SKB Environmental Cloquet Landfill 

 

 

 

 

 

         

  NO SCALE 

 



                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
City of Cloquet 
101 14th Street 
Cloquet, MN 55720 
Attn. Al Cottingham 
 
RE: CUP Amendment 
 
Mr. Cottingham, 
 
Our CUP Application request is in two (2) parts. The following is a brief description of each 
request. 
 
1 – We are requesting to have the ability to dispose of the SRFI Paper Residue Waste on a 24 
hour basis. The Verso facility is expected to increase production in 2020 and as a result, 
generating material on a 24/7 basis. Our current gate hours are 7am – 5pm Monday – Saturday. 
The loads received between the hours of 5pm & 7am and on Sundays will be solely the SRFI 
material transported with SKB trucks and direct employees. We will not be operating heavy 
equipment within those hours. 
 
2 – The upcoming Twin Ports Interchange (TPI) or “Can of Worms” project is set to kick off in 
spring of 2020. The project is seeking quotes for material disposal. As part of the bid package 
there is a need for extended hours of disposal operations. In order to meet the project scope we 
are requesting our normal operational hours to be 7am – 8pm 7 days per week. The project is 
expected to last for 3 years. 
 
We appreciate the consideration and look forward to further dialog through the approval process. 
Please let me know if you have any questions or need further clarification. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Kyle Backstrom 
SKB Environmental 
(218) 451-1386     
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To:   Planning Commission 
From:   Al Cottingham, City Planner/Zoning Administrator 
Date:   December 4, 2019 
 
 
ITEM DESCRIPTION: ZONING CASE 19-18:  SPECIAL EVENT FOR SKB 

ENVIRONMENTAL CLOQUET LANDFILL 
 
Background 
On February 15, 2011 the City Council approved a conditional use permit for Shamrock 
Environmental, LLC for an Industrial Waste Landfill at 761 Highway 45 subject to a number of 
conditions.    As part of the operating hours condition there was a provision that allowed “The 
Landfill may operate on a 24-hour basis as needed for special events, leachate hauling, and 
emergency conditions (as defined below).  When possible, the Owner/Operator will provide 
written notice to the City and receive City approval when accepting waste outside of normal 
operating hours.  In the event of an emergency where written request for approval is not possible, 
the Owner/Operator must notify the City verbally and follow up in writing within 72 hours after 
the request providing justification for the changed hours and the estimated time when normal 
operating hours will resume.  An “emergency condition” is defined as a catastrophic event in the 
region requiring immediate removal of waste to restore order.” 
In 2017 there was an issue when staff allowed a “Special Event” to occur that extended the 
allowed hours by two hours, 7 am to 7 pm Monday – Saturday.  Because of the issue the Zoning 
Ordinance was amended by adding a definition for “Special Event”.  The definition is as follows: 

 
Special Event. Means a unique or unforeseen event of limited duration occurring within 
the City of Cloquet or within 30 miles of the primary site of the special event site which 
is within the City of Cloquet, and is of such significance as to allow for the relaxation of 
zoning requirements and the implementation of special provisions when provided in any 
permit, variance, or other zoning document. 
 
The Zoning Administrator shall make the final determination as to whether the 
significance of a special event 7 days or less in duration rises to the level of a Special 
Event.  The Planning Commission shall be the approval authority of all special events in 
excess of 7 days.  A special event may be extended by the approval authorities noted 
above. 
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SKB Environmental Cloquet Landfill is proposing the following: 

 
The upcoming Twin Ports Interchange (TPI) or “Can of Worms” project is set to kick off 
in spring 2020.  The project is seeking quotes for material disposal.  As part of the bid 
package there is a need for extended hours of disposal operations.  In order to meet the 
project scope we are requesting our normal operational hours to be 7am – 8pm, 7 days 
per week.  The project is expected to last for 3 years. 

 
This request is not a public hearing and only requires approval or denial from the Planning 
Commission.  This will allow 3 additional hours of operation Monday – Saturday and all of 
Sunday hours just for this request.  
 
Policy Objectives 
The Special Event is for the Industrial Landfill in the HI – Heavy Industry District.  The landfill 
is a permitted use that conditions can be placed on to ensure adequate conditions and thresholds 
are in place to provide protections from the approved land use.   
 
Staff Review 
A determination needs to be made if this request is a unique or unforeseen event of limited 
duration within the City of Cloquet or within 30 miles of the site.  The Twin Ports Interchange 
site is less than 16 miles away as the crow flies and approximately 17 miles by road.  The next 
question is whether or not this is a unique or unforeseen event of limited duration.  Staff believes 
this is a unique event with the reconstruction of the interchange and the soils that need to be 
removed and placed in a landfill. 
 
Financial Impacts 
There is no fee associated with a Special Event. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission move to adopt Resolution 19-18, A Resolution 
approving the special event amendment for property located at 761 Highway 45 for SKB 
Environmental Cloquet Landfill fill subject to the conditions in the attached resolution. 
 
Attachments 

• Resolution 19-18 
• Location Map 
• Petitioner’s Narrative 

 



STATE OF MINNESOTA 
  
COUNTY OF CARLTON 
 
CITY OF CLOQUET 
 
Commissioner ____________ offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 19-18 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A SPECIAL EVENT FOR SKB ENVIRONMENTAL 
CLOQUET LANDFILL  

 
WHEREAS, an Application has been submitted by SKB Environmental Cloquet Landfill for a 
Special Event; and 
 
WHEREAS, the property of the proposed Special Event is located at 761 Highway 45 and is 
legally described as follows: 

 
That part of the West 390.00 feet of the Northwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter, 
Section 25, Township 49, Range 17, Carlton County, Minnesota, which lies southerly of 
Interstate Highway 35 and northerly of the South 100.00 feet of said Northwest Quarter 
of the Southeast Quarter. 
AND ALSO 
That part f the South 100.00 feet of the North Half of the Southeast Quarter, Section 25, 
Township 49, Range 17, Carlton County, Minnesota, which lies westerly of the right-of-
way of the Great Northern Railway (now known as Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
Railroad). 
AND ALSO 
That part of the East 600.00 feet of the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter, 
Section 25, Township 49, Range 17, Carlton County, Minnesota, which lies southerly of 
Interstate Highway 35. 
AND ALSO 
The east 600.00 feet of the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter, Section 25, 
Township 49, Range 17, Carlton County, Minnesota. 
AND ALSO 
The South Half of Southeast Quarter lying West of Great Northern Railway Company’s 
right-of-way (now known as Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad), Section 25, 
Township 49, Range 17, according to the United States Government Survey thereof. 
EXCEPT those two parcels lying within the following described tracts; 
1. Beginning at a point on the south line of said Section 25, distant 100 feet west of the 
southeast corner of SW ¼ of SE ¼ thereof; thence run northeasterly at an angle of 68 
degrees 00 minutes with said south line for 475 feet; thence deflect to the left at an angle 
of 112 degrees 00 minutes for 500 feet; thence deflect to the left at an angle of 68 degrees 
00 minutes for 475 feet; thence deflect to the left at an angle of 112 degrees 00 minutes 
for 500 feet to the beginning. 



2. From a point on the south line of said Section 25 distant of 100 feet west of the 
southeast corner of SW ¼ of SE 1/4 , thereof, run northeasterly at an angle of 68 degrees 
00 minutes with said south section line for 475 feet to the point of beginning; thence 
continue northeasterly along the above described course to its intersection with a line run 
parallel with and distant 660 feet north of the south line of said Section 25; thence run 
west along said 660 foot parallel line to its intersection with a line run parallel with and 
distant 992 feet west of the east line of the SW ¼ of SE ¼ of said Section 25; thence run 
south along said 992 foot parallel line to the south line of said Section 25; thence run east 
along said section line for 392 feet; thence deflect to the left 68 degrees 00 minutes for 
475 feet; thence deflect to the right 68 degrees for 500 feet to the point of beginning. 

 
WHEREAS, the Cloquet Planning Commission reviewed the Application for a Special Event 
for SKB Environmental Cloquet Landfill to allow the hours of operation to be 7am – 8pm, 7 
days a week to receive material from the Twin Ports Interchange project; and,  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF CLOQUET, MINNESOTA, that the Planning Commission approves Zoning Case 19-
18 for a Special Event for SKB Environmental Cloquet Landfill subject to the following 
conditions: 
 

1.  The hours of operation shall be 7am – 8pm, seven days a week, this is three additional 
hours Monday – Saturday and all day on Sunday solely for the Twin Ports Interchange 
project. 

 
The foregoing motion was duly seconded by Commissioner ___________ and being put to vote 
members voted: AYE: ____ NAY: ____ ABSENT: ___ 
 
MARK CLINE  ____   PHILIP DEMERS  ____ 
 
TERRI LYYTINEN  ____   ELIZABETH POLLING ____ 
 
JOHN SANDERS  ____   URIAH WILKINSON ____ 
 
ROBERT ZAPPIA  ____ 
 
Passed and adopted this 10th day of December 2019. 
 
 
       CITY OF CLOQUET 
 
       __________________________ 
        URIAH WILKINSON 
            CHAIR 
ATTEST:_______________________ 
         Alan Cottingham 
         City Planner/Zoning Administrator 



LOCATION MAP 

SKB Environmental Cloquet Landfill 

 

 

 

 

 

         

  NO SCALE 

 



                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
City of Cloquet 
101 14th Street 
Cloquet, MN 55720 
Attn. Al Cottingham 
 
RE: CUP Amendment 
 
Mr. Cottingham, 
 
Our CUP Application request is in two (2) parts. The following is a brief description of each 
request. 
 
1 – We are requesting to have the ability to dispose of the SRFI Paper Residue Waste on a 24 
hour basis. The Verso facility is expected to increase production in 2020 and as a result, 
generating material on a 24/7 basis. Our current gate hours are 7am – 5pm Monday – Saturday. 
The loads received between the hours of 5pm & 7am and on Sundays will be solely the SRFI 
material transported with SKB trucks and direct employees. We will not be operating heavy 
equipment within those hours. 
 
2 – The upcoming Twin Ports Interchange (TPI) or “Can of Worms” project is set to kick off in 
spring of 2020. The project is seeking quotes for material disposal. As part of the bid package 
there is a need for extended hours of disposal operations. In order to meet the project scope we 
are requesting our normal operational hours to be 7am – 8pm 7 days per week. The project is 
expected to last for 3 years. 
 
We appreciate the consideration and look forward to further dialog through the approval process. 
Please let me know if you have any questions or need further clarification. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Kyle Backstrom 
SKB Environmental 
(218) 451-1386     
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To:   Planning Commission 
From:   Al Cottingham, City Planner/Zoning Administrator 
Date:   December 4, 2019 
 
 
ITEM DESCRIPTION: ZONING CASE 19-15:  ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT 

AMENDMENT –HC – HISTORIC COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT RESIDENTIAL USES 

 
 
Background 
The City of Cloquet is proposing to amend Section 17.6.12 HC – Historic Commercial of the City Code 
(Zoning Ordinance). 
 
The change to the Historic Commercial District is to more clearly define the residential uses within the 
district.  This issue came up earlier this year with the approval of apartments on the ground floor of a 
building.  See the attached Draft Ordinance Amendment for the changes. 
 
A public hearing will be held on Tuesday, December 10, 2019 to consider a possible amendment to 
Section 17.  A legal notice was published in the Pine Journal on November 28, 2019, Property owners 
were not sent a notice of the hearing since this is a textual amendment.   
 
Policy Objectives 
As times change amendments to the Ordinance are made to try to stay current with things.  
 
Financial Impacts 
The Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment fee is $300.  These fees have been waived since the city is the 
applicant. 
 
Advisory Committee Action Requested  
The Planning Commission should listen to the testimony that is presented at the public hearing and 
review the proposed language changes.  Following this review the Planning Commission can recommend 
approval of the request, recommend denial of the request or table the request for some additional 
information. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
Staff would recommend approval of the Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment as identified in the attached 
pages.   
 
Supporting Documents Attachments 

• Resolution No. 19-15  
 



Community Development Department 
1307 Cloquet Avenue • Cloquet MN  55720 
Phone:  218-879-2507 •  Fax:  218-879-6555 

 

 

 

 
 
To:   Planning Commission 
From:   Al Cottingham, City Planner/Zoning Administrator 
Date:   December 4, 2019 
 
 
ITEM DESCRIPTION: ZONING CASE 19-15:  ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT 

AMENDMENT –HC – HISTORIC COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT RESIDENTIAL USES 

 
 
Background 
The City of Cloquet is proposing to amend Section 17.6.12 HC – Historic Commercial of the City Code 
(Zoning Ordinance). 
 
The change to the Historic Commercial District is to more clearly define the residential uses within the 
district.  This issue came up earlier this year with the approval of apartments on the ground floor of a 
building.  See the attached Draft Ordinance Amendment for the changes. 
 
A public hearing will be held on Tuesday, December 10, 2019 to consider a possible amendment to 
Section 17.  A legal notice was published in the Pine Journal on November 28, 2019, Property owners 
were not sent a notice of the hearing since this is a textual amendment.   
 
Policy Objectives 
As times change amendments to the Ordinance are made to try to stay current with things.  
 
Financial Impacts 
The Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment fee is $300.  These fees have been waived since the city is the 
applicant. 
 
Advisory Committee Action Requested  
The Planning Commission should listen to the testimony that is presented at the public hearing and 
review the proposed language changes.  Following this review the Planning Commission can recommend 
approval of the request, recommend denial of the request or table the request for some additional 
information. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
Staff would recommend approval of the Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment as identified in the attached 
pages.   
 
Supporting Documents Attachments 

• Resolution No. 19-15  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. XXXA 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 17 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
PERTAINING TO RESIDENTIAL USES IN THE HISTORIC COMMERCIAL 

DISTRICT 
 

The City Council of the City of Cloquet does hereby ordain as follows: 
 

Section 1. Section 17.6.12, Historic Commercial District, Subd. 3 Conditional Uses is 
amended to read as follows:  

 
A.  Residential Uses: Apartments, Multiple-family structures existing 

independently with a minimum side and rear setback of 3 feet or up to 
50 percent of the rear of the ground floor of a commercial building and 
the floors above provided the density does not exceed 20 units per 
acre. 

 
Section 2. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its  
  passage and publication in accordance with law. 
 
Passed this ____ day of ______________ 2019. 
 
 
     CITY OF CLOQUET 
             
         By:  ________________________________ 
      Its Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
    By:   ___________________________ 
 Its City Administrator 
 
 
 
Published this ________ day of ____________, 2019.  

 


