
 

 

 

 

 

CITY OF CLOQUET 

City Council Agenda 

Tuesday, April 7, 2020 

7:00 p.m. 

VIA TELECONFERENCE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Roll Call 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance  

 

3. Approval of Agenda 

 

 a. Approval of April 7, 2020 Council Agenda 

 

4. Approval of Council Minutes 

 

a. Work Session minutes from the March 17, 2020 meeting 

b. Regular Council minutes from the March 17, 2020 meeting 

      

5.  Public Comments 

 Please give your name, address, and your concern or comments.  Visitors may share their 

 concerns with the City Council on any issue of public business.  Each person will have 3 minutes 

 to speak.  The Mayor reserves the right to limit an individual or successive individual’s 

 presentation if they become redundant, repetitive, irrelevant or overly argumentative.  All 

 comments will be taken under advisement by the City Council.  No action will be taken at this 

 time.     

 

6. Consent Agenda 

 Items in the Consent Agenda are considered routine and will be approved with one motion 

without discussion/debate.  The Mayor will ask if any Council members wish to remove an item.  

If no items are to be removed, the Mayor will then ask for a motion to approve the Consent 

Agenda. 

 

a. Resolution No. 20-19, Authorizing the Payment of Bills and Payroll 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

THERE WILL BE NO WORK SESSION 
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CITY OF CLOQUET 

City Council Agenda 

Tuesday, April 7, 2020 

7:00 p.m. 

VIA TELECONFERENCE 

 

 

 

7. Public Hearings 

 

 None.   

 

8. Presentations 

 

 None.  

 

9. Council Business 

  

a.   Appointment of Truck Driver/Utility Maintenance Person  

b.        Appointment of Police Officers 

c.        Public Works Truck Purchases  

d. Street Sweeping Contract 

e. Highway 33 Ditch Mowing Contract 

f. COVID-19 Update 

 

10. Council Comments, Announcements, and Updates 

 

11. Adjournment 



 

 

 

Cloquet City Council Work Session 

Tuesday, March 17, 2020 

 
 
Present: B. Carlson, S. Lamb, C. Swanson, K. Kolodge, S. Langley, L. Wilkinson 
 
Absent:  Mayor Maki 
 
Staff:  Barclay, Peterson  
 
  
McKinstry Pine Valley Update 
Ed Zepeda and Pierre Khalil from McKinstry were present to review the engineering audit report for the 
Northwoods Credit Union Arena and Pine Valley ice arena “Barn” in regard to the refrigeration and rink 
floor system in the Barn and the dehumidification system for Northwoods Arena.  No decisions to be 
made tonight, Council is asked to review the information over the coming weeks to give direction to 
staff.   
 
The Pine Valley ice arena’s refrigeration system is estimated to be over 30 years old and is considered a 
critical failure point requiring immediate action.  A phased approach is recommended as the best way to 
leverage existing assets of the facility.  Discussion included demolition of the floor, new sand versus new 
concrete followed by explanations of both, pros and cons were discussed for each, and the reuse of the 
existing refrigeration equipment.       
 
The Northwoods Arena dehumidification system is beyond the end of expected useful life.  The system 
was not designed to provide ventilation for 12 months a year and is considered undersized for the 
current operation of the building and humidity control is limited in summer months.  The 
recommendation is to replace the unit with a model capable for 12-month operation.  Discussion took 
place on the demolition of the current system and installation of the new.    
 
Caleb Peterson, Public Works Director, explained the price breakout and indicated that unused sales tax 
dollars would be used upon Council approval.  Mr. Peterson is recommending moving forward with the 
sand floor and new dehumidifier option as it fixes most of the immediate concerns.  Council will need to 
decide and direct staff at the April 7th Council meeting.     
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Tim Peterson 
City Administrator 
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        Council Chambers, Cloquet, Minnesota 

       7:00 P.M.               March 17, 2020   

 

 

Regular Meeting 

 

Roll Call 

 

Councilors Present: Carlson, Lamb, Swanson, Kolodge, Langley, Wilkinson 

 

Councilors Absent: Mayor Maki 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 

AGENDA 

 

MOTION: Councilor Langley moved and Councilor Swanson seconded the motion to approve the 

amended March 17, 2020 agenda, with the removal if item 9.a., Library Relocation 

Expense, removal of item 9.d., Public Works Trucks Purchase, and the addition of 9.f., 

COVID-19 Update and City Policies.  The motion carried unanimously (6-0).  

 

MINUTES 

 

MOTION: Councilor Lamb moved and Councilor Swanson seconded the motion to approve the 

Regular Council Meeting minutes of March 5, 2020 as presented.  The motion carried 

unanimously (6-0). 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

• Maryann Johnson spoke on behalf of her brother Arthur Wojciehowski regarding the 

Prospect Avenue sidewalk discussion during the March 5th Council meeting.  Would 

residents be notified when the decision is made?  Ms. Johnson also addressed concern of 

the snow that will be plowed into yards and potentially blocking sidewalks and a 

wheelchair ramp if there is a sidewalk.  Ms. Johnson questioned the potential dollar amount 

of assessments and the length of time to pay them.  She also commented on the votes of 

Councilor Langley and Wilkinson on the project.         

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

MOTION: Councilor Kolodge moved and Councilor Wilkinson seconded the motion to adopt the  

  Consent Agenda of March 17, 2020, approving the necessary motions and resolutions.  

  The motion carried unanimously (6-0). 

 

a. Resolution No. 20-16, Authorizing the Payment of Bills  

b. Resolution No. 20-14, Approving the Site Plan for Leonard Conklin 

c. Fond du Lac Trail Agreement Amendment 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

There were none.  

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

There were none.  

 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR AT&T MOBILITY/HALL INSTITUTE  

 

MOTION: Councilor Carlson moved and Councilor Lamb seconded the motion to approve 

RESOLUTION NO. 20-15, A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CONDITIONAL 

USE PERMIT FOR AT&T MOBILITY /HALL INSTITUTE, INC. FOR A 

CELLULAR TOWER IN THE MRC-MIXED RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL 

DISTRICT.  The motion carried unanimously (6-0). 

 

WHEREAS, AT&T Mobility/Hall Institute, Inc. is proposing a Conditional Use 

Permit for a 180-foot mono-pole cellular tower in the MRC - Mixed 

Residential/Commercial District; and  

 

WHEREAS, As required by ordinance, notification was advertised in the Pine Knot 

and property owners within 350 feet were sent notice.  A public hearing was held to 

consider the application at the regular meeting of the Cloquet Planning Commission 

on March 10, 2020 at which time Zoning Case/Development Review No. 20-02 was 

heard and discussed; and 

DRAFT 
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WHEREAS, the property of the proposed Conditional Use Permit is located east of 

14th Street and south of Interstate 35 and is legally described as follows: 

 

The South One Half of the Southwest Quarter (S ½ of SW ¼), Section Twenty-five 

(25), Township Forty-nine (49) North, Range Seventeen (17) West of the Fourth 

Principal Meridian, Carlton County, Minnesota, except the following parcels: 

 

A. All that part of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (SW ¼ of   

SW ¼) lying northerly of the north right-of-way line of Interstate Highway 

No. 35. 

B. All of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (SW ¼ of SW ¼) 

lying southerly of the center line of Interstate Highway No. 35 and 

westerly of the centerline of Carlton County Highway No. 3. 

                   All according to the U.S. Government Survey thereof. And, 

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed the staff report and recommends 

approval of the Conditional Use Permit. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF CLOQUET, MINNESOTA, that it approves Zoning Case 20-02 for 

AT&T Mobility/Hall Institute Inc. for a 180-foot mono-pole cellular tower in the 

MRC - Mixed Residential/Commercial District subject to the following conditions: 

 

1.  The maximum height of the tower and the attached antennas shall not exceed 185 feet. 

2.  The lease agreement must be finalized prior to the issuance of a building permit. 

3.  The tower shall not be artificially illuminated unless required by the FCC or FAA 

regulations. 

4.  If the tower is required to have flashing type lighting or illumination, the use of red 

flashing lights is required during the nighttime hours as opposed to white strobe lights 

unless otherwise federally mandated.  

5.  The security fence shall not exceed 8 feet in height. 

        

ORDERING FEASIBILITY STUDY REGARDING THE PAVING OF JOLICOUER TRAILS 

FIRST ADDITION 

 

MOTION: Councilor Wilkinson moved and Councilor Swanson seconded the motion to adopt 

RESOLUTION NO. 20-18, A RESOLUTION ORDERING A FEASIBILITY STUDY 

REGARDING THE PAVING OF JOLICOUER TRAILS FIRST ADDITION.  The 

motion carried unanimously (6-0).   

 

  WHEREAS, the City of Cloquet has received a petition from benefiting property owner 

requesting the City Council consider paving of existing streets within Jolicouer Trails First 

Addition; and   

 

WHEREAS, City Code requires a portion of the cost of such improvements be assessed to 

benefiting properties; and   

 

WHEREAS, Statute requires the preparation of a feasibility study by a licensed engineer in 

order to levy special assessments of this manner.   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF CLOQUET, MINNESOTA, that the City Engineer is hereby directed to 

prepare a feasibility study regarding the paving of Jolicouer Trails First Addition. 

       

WATER TREATMENT PLANT CHANGE ORDER #3 

 

MOTION: Councilor Langley moved and Councilor Swanson seconded the motion to approve Change 

Order No. 3 to the water treatment plant construction contract.  The motion carried 

unanimously (6-0).  

   

COVID-19 POLICIES 

 

City Administrator Peterson presented and reviewed two temporary City policies regarding the COVID-19 

pandemic and the safety and health of City Staff and the recommendation to close public buildings to the 

public effective March 18, 2020.   

 

MOTION: Councilor Carlson moved and Councilor Lamb seconded the motion to approve the 

Temporary Sick Leave During the COVID-19 Pandemic Policy.  The motion carried 

unanimously (6-0). 

 

MOTION: Councilor Kolodge moved and Councilor Wilkinson seconded the motion to approve the 

COVID-19 Paid Administration Leave Policy.  The motion carried unanimously (6-0).  
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MOTION: Councilor Lamb moved and Councilor Carlson seconded the motion to approve the 

recommendation of the City Administrator to close public buildings to the public effective 

March 18, 2020.  The motion carried unanimously (6-0).   

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 

 

Councilor Lamb commended City Administrator Peterson on the outstanding job he is doing during this 

critical time.  She also requested to have a list of businesses that offer delivery services to be posted on the 

city’s website.  The Lighthouse will remain open for at risk children during this time of no schools in 

session and lastly, gave a reminder to reach out to the police if you suspect domestic abuse.    

 

Councilor Wilkinson reminded citizens that the City requires a Transient Merchant License to sell goods 

door to door or in a parking lot.  The City frowns upon anyone illegally selling goods and price gouging.   

 

Councilor Swanson encouraged citizens to follow the guidelines given by the CDC to avoid getting ill and 

overwhelming healthcare facilities.  Take care of each other.   

 

On a motion duly carried by a unanimous yea vote of all members present on roll call, the Council 

adjourned.   

 

   

    ________________________________________________  

    Tim Peterson, City Administrator 



























ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
101 14th Street • Cloquet MN 55720 

Phone: 218-879-3347 •  Fax: 218-879-6555 
email: admin@cloquetmn.gov 
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REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

 

 

To:    Mayor and City Council 

From:    Caleb Peterson, Public Works Director 

Reviewed by:   Tim Peterson, City Administrator 

Date:    April 7, 2020 

 

 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: Truck Driver/Utility Maintenance Person 

 

 

Proposed Action 

Staff recommends that the City Council move to approve the one-year probationary appointment of Tyler 

Kaspari to the position of Truck Driver/Utility Maintenance Person effective April 8, 2020. 

 

Background/Overview 

The vacancy at the Truck Driver/utility Maintenance position is due to the recent job transfer of Mike 

Austin to the vacant Relief Pumphouse Operator position.    

  

In February 2020, the City completed all of the due diligence required and posted the position vacancy as 

required under the AFSCME labor agreement.  The City had no internal applicants and subsequently 

posted the position to the general public.  The City received multiple qualified candidates, interviewed 

several, and selected Mr. Kaspari as our candidate.  Mr. Kaspari is currently employed by the City of 

Duluth and will need to provide two weeks’ notice if approved by Council. 

 

Policy Objectives 

The department currently functions with four Truck Driver/Utility Maintenance personnel.  Keeping these 

positions fully staffed is integral to assuring service demands are meet and is consistent with the service 

level directives of the City Council. 

 

The City Council is the hiring authority for the City as determined by City Code and State law.  The City 

Council must act to appoint these individuals to complete the hiring process. 

 

Financial/Budget/Grant Considerations 

This position is currently fully funded as part of the adopted 2020 operating budget.  There should be no 

additional impact on the tax levy or in-town utility rates. 

 

Advisory Committee/Commission Action 

• None 

  

Supporting Documentation Attached 

• None 

 

mailto:admin@cloquetmn.


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

 

 

To:   Mayor and City Council 

From:   Derek Randall, Interim Chief of Police 

Reviewed By:  Tim Peterson, City Administrator 

Date:   April 7, 2020 

 

 

Item Description: Authorization for Police Officer Appointments  

 

 

Proposed Action 

Staff recommends the City Council move to approve the probationary appointments of Kevin Holshouser to 

Police Officer effective April 8, 2020 and Brodie Nordquist and to the position of Police officer effective April 9, 

2020.   

 

Background/Overview 

The 2019 and 2020 budgets include approved funding for a total of 24 Police Officers. These staffing levels are 

consistent with the 2014 Law Enforcement Analysis of the Cloquet Police Department by the Upper Midwest 

Community Policing Institute, Minnesota Chiefs of Police Association identified best practices and optimum 

staffing levels to provide and manage police services, and the latest Novak Consulting firm’s 2019 assessment of 

the department.  

 

Currently, active department staffing has dropped to 18 sworn officers of the established 24. We have one interim 

commander, three patrol sergeants, one full-time detective, and 12 patrol officers.  

 

The shortage of sworn personnel has created a crisis at the department regarding appropriate staffing levels, 

budgetary issues related to shift-replacement overtime, and available staff to keep up with the administrative 

duties.  

 

In November 2019, we began the hiring process. The process included a pre-screening questionnaire, a written 

exam, and oral interviews. After those steps, the background investigation, physical exam, psychological exam, 

and a fitness test process was conducted on the top candidates.  

 

Mr. Holshouser and Mr. Nordquist have completed the required medical and psychological assessment and have 

been recommended for employment.  

 

After hiring, all new officers are required to complete three-months of field training and have a one-year 

probationary period. 

 

 

 

CLOQUET POLICE DEPARTMENT 
  

Derek W. Randall   Phone 218-879-1247 
Interim Chief of Police  Fax 218-879-1190 

           
 
   

101 14th STREET 
CLOQUET, MINNESOTA 55720-1799 

records@cloquetmn.gov 



To Mayor and Council 

Police Officer Appointment 

April 7, 2020 

Page 2 

 

 

Policy Objectives 

The hiring of this position is consistent with previous actions of the City Council. It will allow the Police 

Department to continue to provide a full level of service to our community by maintaining adequate staffing 

levels. 

 

Financial/Budget/Grant Considerations 

No additional financial implications to the City as the positions are currently included in the 2019 or 2020 budget. 

 

Advisory Committee/Commission Action 

The Police Citizen Advisory Board assisted the administration with the creation of the current eligibility list. 

 

Supporting Documentation Attached 

N/A 

 



 

 

                                     DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
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           101 14th Street; Cloquet, MN  55720 
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REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

 

 

To:    Mayor and City Council 

From:    Caleb Peterson, Public Works Director 

Reviewed by:     Tim Peterson, City Administrator 

Date:    April 7, 2020 

 

 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: Public Works Truck Purchases 

 

 

Proposed Action 

Staff recommends the City Council move to authorize the purchase of one RAM 1500 from Mike Motors 

in the amount of $30,800; one RAM 4500 from Hibbing Chrysler Center in the amount of $33,200; and 

one FSS Series contractor truck body from Townmaster in the amount of $17,859.00.      

 

Background/Overview 

As part of the approved 2020 Capital Improvement Program (CIP) and annual budget, one 1-ton pickup 

(Unit 301) with a dump box and v-plow is scheduled for replacement along with a half-ton pickup (Unit 

233).  Unit 301 will be 16 years old at the time of replacement and is used daily by staff for utility 

maintenance operations along with snow removal in alleys and at various utility sites.  Unit 233 will be 24 

years old at replacement and is part of the general maintenance fleet.  The new truck is proposed to be put 

into service in the engineering department and a current 2005 Chevy will be passed down to the fleet 

replacing Unit 233.  The existing trucks will be traded or sold at auction upon replacement.  Note: the 

values listed below include a trade value for unit 301.  

 

Under the Cooperative Purchase Agreement with the State of Minnesota, local governments can purchase 

this equipment directly off a previously awarded state contract.  This process can provide greatly 

discounted prices and eliminates the need for the City to advertise bids.  As a matter of policy, prices are 

also requested from local dealers to see if they can match or come close to the state contract price.  In this 

case, our only in-town dealer declined to submit a bid.    

 

Staff conducted a review of the state bid for all three manufacturers and found Dodge to be the lowest 

price for both trucks.  Quotes were received were as follows: 

 

 

Dealer 

Dodge Ram 

1500 Crew Cab 

Dodge Ram 4500  

(Truck Only Minus Trade) 

Mike Motors (State Bid) $30,776.99 $36,680.11 

Hibbing Chrysler Center $31,258.97 $33,147.22 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
To Mayor and Council 

Public Works Truck Purchases 

April 7, 2020 

Page 2 

 

 

The Ram 4500 pricing is based on the truck only (minus trade value).  The dump box and plow, which are 

included in the budget, need to be purchased and installed separately.  Council previously approved 

$6,285 for the plow purchase and staff is recommending the dump box be purchased from Towmaster for 

the state bid amount of $17,859.00. 

 

 
      Truck with FSS series Towmaster Dump box. 

 
Policy Objectives 

To replace necessary equipment in accordance with the approved Capital Improvement Plan.   

 

Financial/Budget/Grant Considerations 

The 2020 budget included $90,000 for these purchases from the Public Works Reserve ($35,000), Sewer 

($27,500) and Water ($27,500) Funds.  The total purchase price of both trucks including the plow and 

service body totals $88,068.21.   

 

Advisory Committee/Commission Action 

N/A  

 

Supporting Documentation Attached 

None 
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     101 14th Street; Cloquet, MN  55720 
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REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 

 

To:    Mayor and City Council 

From:    Caleb Peterson, Public Works Director 

Reviewed By:   Tim Peterson, City Administrator 

Date:    April 7, 2020 
 

 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: 2020 Street Sweeping Contract   
 

 

Proposed Action 

Staff recommends the City Council move to authorize a contract with Kiminski Paving in an amount not 

to exceed $17,000 for supplemental spring street sweeping.     

 

Background 

Approximately three years ago the City made a strategic decision to reduce the public works fleet from 

two street sweepers to one.  The replacement cost for a sweeper is approximately $200,000 and due to the 

nature of the work, they perform they are also costly to maintain requiring frequent maintenance.  Peak 

use of this equipment typically occurs during spring clean-up, however one unit typically stays busy 

through the fall season with clean-up of wood debris from the logging trucks and the fall leaf season.  One 

sweeper is enough to meet the City’s needs most of the time, but spring clean-up can drag into August.  

As a cost saving measure, staff found that rental or contracting for a second sweeper during the busy 

spring season accelerates this process significantly at a much lower cost than owning a second sweeper.   

 

Staff solicited quotes for both rental and contract sweeping for spring 2020.  A one-month rental for a 

sweeper came in at $14,000.  Conversely, Kiminski Paving will provide a sweeper and operator at an 

hourly rate of $105 which equates to $16,800 over four weeks.  The City’s cost to staff a rental sweeper is 

approximately $40/hour making the contract a superior option.  This option also frees up staff time to deal 

with gravel grading, potholes and other services that are in high demand during the spring.  This would be 

the third year the City has contracted with Kiminski for this service and staff has found it to be very 

beneficial in the past.   

 

Policy Objectives 

Over the past three years, Public Works has set a department goal to complete all winter water leak 

patches and spring sweeping by July 1st.     

 

Financial/Budget/Grant Considerations 

The 2020 stormwater utility budget includes $17,000 for sweeper rental or contracting.   

 

Advisory Committee/Commission Action 

N/A 

 

Supporting Documentation Attached 

N/A 
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