
 

 
 

 

 

CITY OF CLOQUET 

City Council Agenda 

AMENDED 

Tuesday, November 7, 2017 

7:00 p.m. 

City Hall Council Chambers 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Roll Call. 

 
2. Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
3. Approval of Agenda. 

 
 a. Approval of November 7, 2017 Council Agenda 
 
4. Approval of Council Minutes. 

 
a. Work Session Minutes from the October 17, 2017 meeting 
b. Regular Council Minutes from the October 17, 2017 meeting 

      
5. Consent Agenda. 

 Items in the Consent Agenda are considered routine and will be approved with one motion 
without discussion/debate.  The Mayor will ask if any Council members wish to remove an item.  
If no items are to be removed, the Mayor will then ask for a motion to approve the Consent 
Agenda. 

 
a. Resolution No. 17-88, Authorizing the Payment of Bills and Payroll 
b. Home for the Holidays Celebration 
c. Cloquet Country Club Beer and On-Sale Liquor Sales at CARC – Home for the Holidays 

Alumni Hockey Game 
d. New Massage Therapist License – Alycia Kovach 

 
6. Public Hearings. 

  

 None. 
 
7. Presentations. 

 

 None. 
 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
 

There Will Be No Work Session Meeting 
  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CITY OF CLOQUET 

City Council Agenda 

AMENDED 

Tuesday, November 7, 2017 

7:00 p.m. 

City Hall Council Chambers 

 
 
8. Council Business. 

 
a. Resolution No. 17-86, Resolution Approving the Vacation of a Portion of the East/West 

Drainage and Utility Easement Lying South of 2005 Grant Avenue 
b. Resolution No. 17-87, Resolution Approving Sand and Gravel Excavation Permit 

Renewals for 2018 
c. Resolution No. 17-90, Resolution Approving Cooperative Construction Agreement No. 

1029428 with the State of Minnesota, Department of Transportation Regarding State 
Project No. 0905-54 (T.H. 33) 

                                                                          
9.  Public Comments. 

 Please give your name, address, and your concern or comments.  Visitors may share their 
concerns with the City Council on any issue, which is not already on the agenda.  Each person 
will have 3 minutes to speak.  The Mayor reserves the right to limit an individual’s presentation if 
it becomes redundant, repetitive, irrelevant, or overly argumentative.  All comments will be taken 
under advisement by the Council.  No action will be taken at this time. 

 
10. Council Comments, Announcements, and Updates. 

 

11. Adjournment. 



Cloquet City Council Work Session 
Tuesday, October 17, 2017 

 

Present: A. Bailey, D. Bjerkness, K. Kolodge, S. Langley, R. Maki, J. Rock, Mayor Hallback 
 
Absent:  None 
 
Staff:  J. Barclay, H. Hansen, N. Klassen; C. Peterson 
 
Other:  J. Peterson, Pine Journal; M. Schultz, Sappi; B. Helwig, City Attorney 
 
Sappi Log Storage Discussion 

• Mike Schultz of Sappi was present to discuss their proposal of winter wood storage in the 
former nursery location on Cloquet Avenue.  Wood would be received between the months of 
December through March.  Mr. Schultz stated that local storage of wood leads to lowering wood 
cost and will bring more investment to the Cloquet plant.  The plan is to create a new road into 
the mill off 18th Street and making it a permanent wood yard.  Discussion took place on the 
impacts on traffic this will create with trucks backing up on Avenue B or Cloquet Avenue waiting 
to be unloaded.  Mr. Schultz commented impacts will be minor.  Hours of delivery will remain 
6:00 am to 6:00 pm but can be changed if there are neighborhood concerns.   

• Mr. Cottingham has discussed leaving the hedge that surrounds the nursery to maintain a 
barrier.   

 
PLA Discussion 

• Follow up from the July 18, 2017 Work Session when the Council requested Mr. Helwig to ask 
for the Attorney General’s legal opinion regarding the application of the PLA Ordinance to 
privately funded projects that also receive financial assistance from the City.  The response from 
the Attorney General states that the opinion is based on a 20- year old decision and cites cases 
from other states having similar PLAs, however, did not give a clear opinion based on these 
cases.  Mr. Helwig’s opinion remains that the PLA ordinance recently passed by the Council is 
over-reaching when applied to privately funded projects.  

• Mr. Reeves suggested waiting for the end of construction season for staff to reach out to 
contractors for feedback on the impacts of the PLA on their projects.  Council agreed to wait for 
the feedback and will revisit in 6-8 weeks to discuss any possible amendments to the ordinance 
resulting from the information.  Mr. Reeves agreed with the suggestion that was made to 
contact Duluth about any changes they may be making to their PLA.   

 
Police Chief Hiring Discussion 

• Mr. Reeves reviewed the 3 options for moving forward in the Police Chief hiring process.  
Several Council members’ opinions were voiced and a lengthy discussion took place.   

• Mayor Hallback stated he will motion to amend the regular meeting agenda by adding the 
appointment of Interim Chief Palmer to Police Chief.  Mr. Reeves commented to the Council that 
if the motion passes, as Administrator, it is his responsibility to assure the success of Mr. Palmer 
as Chief.  

 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 
   
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Aaron Reeves 
City Administrator 
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        Council Chambers, Cloquet, Minnesota 
       7:00 P.M.               October 17, 2017   
 
 
Regular Meeting 
 
Roll Call 
 
Councilors Present: Bailey, Bjerkness, Kolodge, Langley, Maki, Rock, Mayor Hallback 
 
Councilors Absent: None 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 
AGENDA 

 
MOTION: Mayor Hallback moved and Councilor Langley seconded the motion to approve   
  the October 17, 2017 agenda with the addition of Item 8.D., Appointment of Jeff Palmer to 
  Chief of Police for a probationary period of one year, effective October 17, 2017.  The  
  motion carried unanimously (7-0). 
 
MINUTES 

 
MOTION: Councilor Rock moved and Councilor Langley seconded the motion to approve the 

minutes of the Work Session and Regular Meeting of October 3, 2017.  The motion 
carried unanimously (7-0). 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
MOTION: Councilor Bjerkness moved and Councilor Kolodge seconded the motion to adopt the 

consent agenda of October 17, 2017, approving the necessary motions and resolutions.  
The motion carried unanimously (6-0).  Councilor Bailey abstained.  

 
a. Resolution No. 17-83, Resolution Authorizing the Payment of Bills 
b. Resolution No. 17-84, Resolution Approving Waiver of City Code Section 6.2.33, 

 Subd. 3 Related to Hours of Sunday Sales of On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor.    
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
There were none. 
  
PRESENTATIONS 

 

a. Mayor’s Proclamation, the week of October 23rd as Manufacturing Week in the 
 City of Cloquet  
 

DOWNTOWN CLOQUET REVITALIZATION STRATEGY 

 

MOTION: Councilor Bjerkness moved and Councilor Maki seconded the motion to accept the 
Downtown Cloquet Revitalization Strategy.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

   
APPOINTMENT OF POLICE OFFICER 

 

MOTION: Councilor Rock moved and Councilor Langley seconded the motion to approve   
  the probationary appointment of Larry Sherk, effective October 23, 2017 to the position of 
  Police Officer.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 
   
APPOINTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE POLICE SECRETARY 

 

MOTION:  Councilor Bailey moved and Councilor Langley seconded the motion to approve the six-
month probationary appointment of Mindy Marczak to the position of Administrative 
Police Secretary.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

  

APPOINTMENT OF POLICE CHIEF 
 
MOTION: Councilor Rock moved and Councilor Langley seconded the motion to approve the  
  change in status of Jeff Palmer from Interim Police Chief to Police Chief,  with a   
  probationary period of one year, effective immediately.  The motion carried (4-3),   
  Councilors Bjerkness, Kolodge and Maki opposed.   
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

• Barb Wyman, Nelson Road, congratulated the Council on the decision to appoint Jeff Palmer to 
Chief of Police.  Ms. Nelson stated that she has heard positive feedback from officers that the 
police department is functioning well since the appointment of Mr. Palmer to Interim Chief in 
March. 

• Jan Anderson, West Taylor Avenue, addressed the Council on her disappointment in the lack of an 
open process with former Police Chief Stracek’s investigation and outcome when it was clear the 
community wanted an open process.  Ms. Anderson also voiced her concern over the 
unprofessional behavior of Council members during the Work Session.  

• Mike Pappas, 17th Street, questioned why the City isn’t following a proper decision-making 
process.  The current problems the city is facing is caused by a closed process.  The position of 
Interim Chief should not guarantee the promotion to Chief.   

• Wade Lamirande, Roland Road, shared his disappointment in the decision to not have an outside 
method in hiring a Chief.  Mr. Lamirande shared his background and the steps that lead to his  
previous appointment to Chief and the difference now.  He agrees with hiring from within the 
police department but through a procedure.  Mr. Lamirande stated his hope for success for Mr. 
Palmer and the police department.    

• Chris Pappas, 17th Street, stated his disappointment in the lack of a procedure in this Police Chief 
appointment.  If Mr. Palmer is the best candidate, he would rise to the top during a search process. 
The Council is doing a disservice to the City by not having a vetting process.       
 

COUNCIL COMMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 

 
There were none.  

 
CLOSED MEETING 

 

Mayor Hallback announced that the City Council would now adjourn into a closed meeting as permitted 
under M.S. 13D.03, Subd. 1(b), for the purpose of discussing the pending labor negotiations with the 
Teamsters.  The time is 7:27 p.m.  
 
Mayor Hallback reopened the regular meeting at 8:13 p.m.    

 
On a motion duly carried by a unanimous yea vote of all members present on roll call, the Council 
adjourned.  
 
 
 
    ________________________________________________  
    Aaron Reeves, City Administrator 























































































GRAVEL MINE ANNUAL INSPECTION CHECKLIST 
 

SITE IDENTIFICATION: KGM 
 
DATE OF INSPECTION: October 12, 2017   TIME OF DAY: 3:00 pm 
 
WEATHER CONDITIONS: Cloudy, 55 degrees, early Fall 
 
PRESENT: Al Cottingham and Caleb Peterson  
 

OK Not OK 
1.  X      �  Steep slopes (1:1 or greater) protected. 
2.  X      �  Security gate installed and used. 
3.  X      �  Operating hours honored. 
4.  X      �  Inactive slopes maintained. 
5.  X      �  Setbacks satisfactory (old @ 200’ res.; 50’ non-res.). 
6.  X      �   Stockpiles @ 500’ (100’ non-res.); height @ 40’. 
7.  X      �   Excavation @ 500’ (100’ non-res.). 
8.  X      �   Asphalt plant @ 2,600’ (1,000’ non-res.; 500’ old). 
9.  �      � NA  Crushing plant on pit floor. 
10.  X      �  Erosion/drainage controlled; no standing water. 
11.  X      �  Dust control. 
12.  X      �  Level bottom in non-active areas. 
13.  X      �  Noise levels not exceeded. 
14.  X      �  Reclamation of mined-out sections. 
15.  X      �  Recyclable materials present over 2 years. 
 
COMMENTS 
The KGM pit is owned and operated from the main office in Angora, MN.  The property is zoned 
Heavy Industrial. 
 
Carlson Timber remains active in the pit chipping wood and loading semi trucks to haul the wood 
chips to Sappi.  Very active with chips being brought in and being hauled out. 
 
KGM had a fair amount of activity this year from their pit.  The major pit faces have been worked 
this year with over 49,000 cubic yards removed by the end of August with lots of material still 
being hauled out.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



GRAVEL MINE ANNUAL INSPECTION CHECKLIST 
 

SITE IDENTIFICATION: Carlton County – Airport Road 
 
DATE OF INSPECTION: October 12, 2017   TIME OF DAY: 2:30 pm 
 
WEATHER CONDITIONS: Cloudy, 55 degrees, early fall 
 
PRESENT: Al Cottingham and Caleb Peterson  
 

OK Not OK 
1.  X      �  Steep slopes (1:1 or greater) protected. 
2.  X      �  Security gate installed and used. 
3.  X      �  Operating hours honored. 
4.  X      �  Inactive slopes maintained. 
5.  X      �  Setbacks satisfactory (old @ 200’ res.; 50’ non-res.). 
6.  X      �   Stockpiles @ 500’ (100’ non-res.); height @ 40’. 
7.  X      �   Excavation @ 500’ (100’ non-res.). 
8.  �      � NA  Asphalt plant @ 2,600’ (1,000’ non-res.; 500’ old). 
9.  �      � NA  Crushing plant on pit floor. 
10.  X      �  Erosion/drainage controlled; no standing water. 
11.  X      �  Dust control. 
12.  X      �  Level bottom in non-active areas. 
13.  X      �  Noise levels not exceeded. 
14.  X      �  Reclamation of mined-out sections. 
15.  X      �  Recyclable materials present over 2 years. 
 
COMMENTS 
 
There was little activity in the County pit this year with approximately 5,000 cubic yards 
of material being removed.  There is a security gate at Airport Road that is used as 
required, the FDL Reservation Pit is adjacent and to the direct east of this pit.  They use 
this pit for County Road projects in the area and will stockpile blacktop from some of the 
road projects for use in the future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 



GRAVEL MINE ANNUAL INSPECTION CHECKLIST 
 

SITE IDENTIFICATION: Ulland Sand and Gravel Pit 
 
DATE OF INSPECTION: October 12, 2017   TIME OF DAY: 2:45 pm 
 
WEATHER CONDITIONS: Cloudy, 55 degrees, early Fall  
 
PRESENT: Al Cottingham and Caleb Peterson 
 

OK Not OK 
1.  X      �  Steep slopes (1:1 or greater) protected. 
2.  X      �  Security gate installed and used. 
3.  X      �  Operating hours honored. 
4.  X      �  Inactive slopes maintained. 
5.  X      �  Setbacks satisfactory (old @ 200’ res.; 50’ non-res.). 
6.  X      �   Stockpiles @ 500’ (100’ non-res.); height @ 40’. 
7.  X      �   Excavation @ 500’ (100’ non-res.). 
8.  X      �   Asphalt plant @ 2,600’ (1,000’ non-res.; 500’ old). 
9.  �      NA    Crushing plant on pit floor. 
10.  X      �  Erosion/drainage controlled; no standing water. 
11.  X      �  Dust control. 
12.  X      �  Level bottom in non-active areas. 
13.  X      �  Noise levels not exceeded. 
14.  X      �  Reclamation of mined-out sections. 
15.  X      �  Recyclable materials present over 2 years. 
 
COMMENTS 
The Ulland Pit is located south of I-35 and west of Hwy 45.  The property is zoned 
Heavy Industrial. 
 
They have had an asphalt plant set up in June and then beginning in mid-September in the 
pit.  They had removed approximately 28,000 tons of material from the site through mid-
September.  They noted it is difficult to identify the amount of material that will leave the 
pit next year since they do not have any contracts yet.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GRAVEL MINE ANNUAL INSPECTION CHECKLIST 
 

SITE IDENTIFICATION: Zack Sand and Gravel – Stark Road 
 
DATE OF INSPECTION: October 12, 2017   TIME OF DAY: 2:15 pm 
 
WEATHER CONDITIONS: Cloudy, 55 degrees, early Fall  
 
PRESENT: Al Cottingham and Caleb Peterson  
 

OK Not OK 
1.  X      �  Steep slopes (1:1 or greater) protected. 
2.  X      �  Security gate installed and used. 
3.  X      �  Operating hours honored. 
4.  X      �  Inactive slopes maintained. 
5.  X      �  Setbacks satisfactory (old @ 200’ res.; 50’ non-res.). 
6.  X      �   Stockpiles @ 500’ (100’ non-res.); height @ 40’. 
7.  X      �   Excavation @ 500’ (100’ non-res.). 
8.  �      �NA  Asphalt plant @ 2,600’ (1,000’ non-res.; 500’ old). 
9.  �      �NA  Crushing plant on pit floor. 
10.  X      �  Erosion/drainage controlled; no standing water. 
11.  X      �  Dust control. 
12.  X      �  Level bottom in non-active areas. 
13.  X      �  Noise levels not exceeded. 
14.  X      �  Reclamation of mined-out sections. 
15.  X      �  Recyclable materials present over 2 years. 
 
COMMENTS 
The Zack Sand and Gravel pit is located behind the Cloquet Business Park off of Stark 
Road.  This property is zoned Farm Residential. 
 
Mr. Zack reports this has been a pretty good year.  They have removed approximately 
10,000 cubic yards of material so far this.  The access road is in great shape with a little 
slope work needing to be done.  We have received no complaints on the operations. 
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