
 

CITY OF CLOQUET 
City Council Agenda 

Tuesday, February 17, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 

City Hall Council Chambers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Roll Call. 

 
2. Approval of Agenda. 

 
 a. Approval of February 17, 2015 Council Agenda. 
 
3. Approval of Council Minutes. 

 
 a. Work Session minutes from the February 3, 2015 meeting. 
 b. Regular Council minutes from the February 3, 2015 meeting. 
     
4. Consent Agenda. 

 Items in the Consent Agenda are considered routine and will be approved with one 
motion without discussion/debate.  The Mayor will ask if any Council members wish to 
remove an item.  If no items are to be removed, the Mayor will then ask for a motion to 
approve the Consent Agenda. 

 
a. Resolution No. 15-09, Authorizing the Payment of Bills. 
b. New Therapeutic Massage Business License - Cloquet Natural Foods. 
c. New Therapeutic Massage Therapist License - Robert Gabres. 
d. Consumption & Display Permit Renewal - The Tap on 33 Inc. 
e. Resolution No. 15-11, Adopting and Confirming Special Assessments for 

Delinquent Utilities. 
 

5. Public Hearings. 

 
 Now is the time and place for the public hearing to consider the City’s application to the 

Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development for Small Cities 
Development Program funding. 

 
 Resolution No. 15-12. 
 Resolution No. 15-13. 

 

NOTE:   TIME CHANGE 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
 

4:30 p.m. Annual Joint City Council - Parks Commission Meeting/Update 
 Park Design Review 
 Landscape Plan Review  

6:50 p.m. Future Work Session Agenda Planning 



 

CITY OF CLOQUET 
City Council Agenda 

Tuesday, February 17, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 

City Hall Council Chambers 

 
 

 
 
 
6. Presentations. 

 
 None. 
 
7. Council Business. 

  
a. Waterfront Committee Appointments. 
b. Option and Lease Agreement - New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC. 
c. Resolution No. 15-10, Comprehensive Plan Amendment. 
d. Ordinance No. 440A, Amending the Zoning Map. 
e. Purchase of Dump Truck for Public Works Dept. 
 

8.  Public Comments. 

 Please give your name, address, and your concern or comments.  Visitors may share 
their concerns with the City Council on any issue, which is not already on the agenda.  
Each person will have 3 minutes to speak.  The Mayor reserves the right to limit an 
individual’s presentation if it becomes redundant, repetitive, irrelevant, or overly 
argumentative.  All comments will be taken under advisement by the Council.  No action 
will be taken at this time. 

 
9. Council Comments, Announcements, and Updates. 

 

10. Adjournment. 



ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
1307 Cloquet Avenue  Cloquet MN 55720 

Phone: 218-879-3347   Fax: 218-879-6555 
email: admin@ci.cloquet.mn.us 

www.ci.cloquet.mn.us 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

To: Mayor and City Council 
From: Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator 
Date: February 5, 2015 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: Future Work Session Agenda Planning 

Proposed Action 

The City Council is asked to provide input for the upcoming City Council work session meeting agenda. 

Background/Overview 

The City Council typically meets in a work session format prior to each regular City Council meeting to 
discuss items not otherwise on the regular meeting.  To ensure that the City Council is provided 
opportunity to give input regarding future work session agenda items, staff is suggesting the Council be 
given an opportunity at each meeting. 

Approximately 5 minutes will be set aside at the start of each work session to discuss the next work 
session meeting.  For this purpose, attached the Council will find the tentative agenda and proposed 
discussion items for the upcoming work session meeting. 

Policy Objectives 

Does the City Council agree with the agendas as proposed? 

Financial/Budget/Grant Considerations 

None. 

Advisory Committee/Commission Action 

None. 

Supporting Documentation Attached 

 Upcoming agenda item list.

mailto:admin@ci.cloquet.mn.us


2015 

TENTATIVE UPCOMING COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS 
 

 

MARCH 3 

Work Session: 
ADM ............ Presentation of Final Facilities Study 
 
MARCH 17 

Work Session: 
CD ................ Annual Joint City Council – EDA Meeting 
CD ................ Annual Economic Development Work Update 
 
APRIL 7 

Work Session: 
PD/PW ......... 18th Street Truck Route/Ordinance Review 
ADM ............ Local Option Sales Tax Update 
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       Council Chambers, Cloquet, Minnesota 
       7:00 o’clock P.M.      February 3, 2015   
 
 
Regular Meeting. 
Roll Call. 
Councilors Present: Bjerkness, Kolodge, Langley, Maki, Rock, Wilkinson, and  
   Mayor Hallback. 
Councilors Absent: None. 
 
 
AGENDA 
 
MOTION: Councilor Langley moved and Councilor Wilkinson seconded the motion to 

approve the February 3, 2015 agenda.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 
 
MINUTES 
 
MOTION: Councilor Langley moved and Councilor Rock seconded the motion to 

approve the minutes of the work session and regular meeting of January 20, 
2015.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
MOTION: Councilor Langley moved and Councilor Maki seconded the motion to adopt 

the consent agenda of February 3, 2015 approving the necessary motions and 
resolutions.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

 
a. Resolution No. 15-06, Authorizing the Payment of Bills and Payroll. 

 b. Therapeutic Massage Therapist License Renewal - Terry Kirchhoff. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
There were none. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
There were none. 
 
PURCHASE OF BITUMINOUS TRAILER 
 
MOTION: Councilor Bjerkness moved and Councilor Wilkinson seconded the motion to 

authorize the purchase of a Model SPH-2.0 Asphalt Hot Box from Stepp 
Manufacturing in the amount of $19,288.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

 
FEBRUARY 17 COUNCIL WORK SESSION TIME CHANGE 
 
MOTION: Councilor Rock moved and Councilor Langley seconded the motion to start 

the February 17, 2015 City Council Work Session meeting at 4:30 p.m. for the 
purpose of holding a joint meeting with the Parks Commission.  The motion 
carried unanimously (7-0). 

 
HRA BOARD APPOINTMENT 
 
MOTION: Councilor Langley moved and Councilor Wilkinson seconded the motion to 

appoint Karen Tribby to the Cloquet Housing & Redevelopment Authority for 
a term expiring 06/30/16.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 
 

DEPUTY CITY CLERK AND ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR POSITIONS 
 
MOTION: Councilor Bjerkness moved and Councilor Langley seconded the motion to 

authorize the hiring process for the Deputy City Clerk and hold on the 
Assistant City Administrator position until a job description is developed.  
The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 
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CITY ADMINISTRATOR PERFORMANCE EVALUATION AND EMPLOYMENT 
AGREEMENT AMENDMENTS 
 
MOTION: Councilor Bjerkness moved and Councilor Kolodge seconded the motion to 

approve that, based upon the satisfactory performance of the City 
Administrator, his employment contract be amended to include the wage and 
benefit adjustments detailed in the January 26, 2015 report and on file in the 
office of the City Administrator effective upon adoption of the 2015 pay plan 
and to be consistent with the terms of pending labor agreement settlements.  
The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

 
SET HEARING DATE ON PROPOSED FINAL ASSESSMENT (22ND STREET AND 
SELMSER AVENUE) 
 
MOTION: Councilor Kolodge moved and Councilor Rock seconded the motion to adopt 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-07, A RESOLUTION TO SET HEARING DATE 
ON PROPOSED FINAL ASSESSMENTS FOR THE 22ND STREET 
AND SELMSER AVENUE RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT TO 
INCLUDE 22ND STREET FROM PROSPECT AVENUE TO 
CARLTON AVENUE AND ALSO SELMSER AVENUE FROM 20TH 
STREET TO 22ND STREET.  The motion carried unanimously  
(7-0). 

 
  WHEREAS, In 2014, the City Council received an engineering study to 

reconstruct 22nd Street from Prospect Avenue to Carlton Avenue and also 
Selmser Avenue from 20th Street to 22nd Street; and 

 
  WHEREAS, The Cloquet City Council on March 18, 2014, held a hearing to 

consider the improvement of these sections of 22nd Street and Selmser 
Avenue; and 

 
  WHEREAS, Said improvement was subsequently ordered and completed and 

the City has prepared a proposed assessment roll which is available in the 
office of the City Administrator for public inspection. 

 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF CLOQUET, MINNESOTA: 
 

1. A hearing shall be held on March 3, 2015 in the City Council 
Chambers at 7:00 p.m. to pass upon such proposed assessments and at 
such time and place all persons owning property affected by such 
improvement will be given an opportunity to be heard with reference 
to such assessment. 
 

2. The City Administrator is hereby directed to cause a notice of the 
hearing on the proposed assessment to be published in the official 
newspaper as required by Minnesota Statutes and he shall state in the 
notice the total cost of the improvement.  He shall also cause mailed 
notice to be given to the owner of each parcel described in the 
assessment roll as required by Minnesota Statutes. 

 
SET HEARING DATE ON PROPOSED FINAL ASSESSMENT (WHITE PINE 
TRAIL AND TRETTEL LANE) 
 
MOTION: Councilor Wilkinson moved and Councilor Rock seconded the motion to 

adopt RESOLUTION 15-08, A RESOLUTION TO SET HEARING 
DATE ON PROPOSED FINAL ASSESSMENTS FOR THE WHITE 
PINE TRAIL AND TRETTEL LANE PAVING PROJECT TO 
INCLUDE WHITE PINE TRAIL AND TRETTEL LANE FROM 
SPRING LAKE ROAD TO AIRPORT ROAD.  The motion carried 
unanimously (7-0). 

 
WHEREAS, In 2014, the City Council received an engineering study to pave 
White Pine Trail and Trettel Lane from Spring Lake Road to Airport Road; 
and 
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REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

To: Mayor and City Council 
From: Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator 
Date: February 4, 2015 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: Approval of New Therapeutic Massage Business License 

Proposed Action 

Staff recommends the City Council move to approve the Therapeutic Massage Business license 
for Cloquet Natural Foods, 502 Carlton Avenue. 

Background/Overview 

The City has received an application from Don Christensen, 502 Carlton Avenue, for a new 
Therapeutic Massage Business license.  Mr. Christensen will be operating at Cloquet Natural 
Foods, 502 Carlton Avenue.  

Policy Objectives 

Approval of a Therapeutic Massage Business license is required under Section 6.9 of the 
Municipal Code.  There is no limit on the number of licenses issued in any one year. 

Financial/Budget/Grant Considerations 

The City’s fee schedule requires a $50 fee for the business license.  The applicant has paid all 
fees.   

Advisory Committee/Commission Action 

None. 

Supporting Documentation Attached 
 Application.

mailto:admin@ci.cloquet.mn.us
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REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

To: Mayor and City Council 
From: Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator 
Date: February 4, 2015 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: Approval of New Therapeutic Massage Therapist License 

Proposed Action 

Staff recommends the City Council move to approve the Therapeutic Massage Therapist license 
for Robert Gabres to operate at Cloquet Natural Foods, 502 Carlton Avenue. 

Background/Overview 

The City has received an application from Robert Gabres, 5194 E Lake Road, Saginaw, for a 
new Therapeutic Massage Therapist license.  Mr. Gabres will be operating at Cloquet Natural 
Foods, 502 Carlton Avenue.  

Policy Objectives 

Approval of a Therapeutic Massage Therapist license is required under Section 6.9 of the 
Municipal Code.  There is no limit on the number of licenses issued in any one year. 

Financial/Budget/Grant Considerations 

The City’s fee schedule requires a $50 fee for the therapist license.  The applicant has paid all 
fees.   

Advisory Committee/Commission Action 

None. 

Supporting Documentation Attached 
 Application.

mailto:admin@ci.cloquet.mn.us
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REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

To: Mayor and City Council 
From: Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator 
Date: February 4, 2015 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: Approval of Renewal of Consumption and Display Permit 

Proposed Action 

Staff recommends that the City Council move to approve the renewal of the Consumption and 
Display Permit for The Tap on 33 Inc. subject to the State of Minnesota approving such permit. 

Background/Overview 

The City has received a renewal application from The Tap on 33 Inc. for a Consumption and 
Display Permit at The Tap, 342 Lake Avenue.  The current permit expires 3/31/15.  A 
Consumption and Display Permit authorizes an establishment to permit the consumption and 
display of intoxicating liquor on the premises.  The permit does not authorize the sale of 
intoxicating liquor. 

Assuming that the permit is approved by the City Council, the permit is then forwarded to the 
State for final approval. 

Policy Objectives 

Approval of a Consumption and Display Permit is required under MN Statutes, Chapter 
340A.414. 

Financial/Budget/Grant Considerations 

The annual fee for issuance of a permit is $250.00 payable to the Alcohol and Gambling 
Enforcement.  The City does not have a fee for this permit. 

Advisory Committee/Commission Action 

None. 

Supporting Documentation Attached 
 Application.

mailto:admin@ci.cloquet.mn.us
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REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

To: Mayor and City Council 
From:  Nancy Klassen, Finance Director 
Reviewed by:  Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator 
Date:  February 10, 2015 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: Certification of Utility Bills 

Proposed Action 

Staff recommends the City Council move to adopt RESOLUTION NO. 15-11, ADOPTING 

AND CONFIRMING SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS FOR DELINQUENT UTILITIES. 

Background/Overview 

Minnesota Statute section 444.075, subd. 3 (e) allows municipal water utilities to certify unpaid 
water, sewer, and other property charges to the county auditor for collection with property taxes.  
The certification can be done once a year or more often.   

Policy Objectives 

The use of this statutory collection method allows the City to enhance revenue collection.  The 
ability to capture these monies has a direct correlation to the City’s operating budget. 

Financial/Budget/Grant Considerations 

Collection of delinquent utility bills and miscellaneous property charges through the 2016 
property tax statements.   See attached listing for amount certified. 

Advisory Committee/Commission Action 

Not applicable. 

Supporting Documentation Attached 

 Resolution 15-11.
 Listing of delinquent bills to be certified to Carlton County.

mailto:admin@ci.cloquet.mn.us


CITY OF CLOQUET 

COUNTY OF CARLTON 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-11 

 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING AND CONFIRMING SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS 

FOR DELINQUENT UTILITIES 

 

WHEREAS,  The amount to be specially assessed for delinquent utilities has been calculated in 
accordance with the provisions of City ordinances and Minnesota Statutes; and 
 
WHEREAS,  Notices have been duly mailed as required by law; and 
 
WHEREAS,  Said proposed assessments have at all times since their filing been open for public 
inspections, and an opportunity has been given to all interested parties to present objections, if 
any, to the proposed assessments; and 
 
WHEREAS,  There were no oral or written objections received. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

CLOQUET,   
 
 1. The amounts so calculated and set forth in said notices are hereby levied against 

the respective parcels of land described therein; and 
 
 2. The proposed assessments are hereby adopted and confirmed as special 

assessments for each of said parcels of land and the assessments shall be a lien 
concurrent with general taxes upon said parcel. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  That the City Administrator be authorized and directed to 
transmit to the County Auditor a certified duplicate of the assessment roll to be extended upon 
the property tax lists of the County and the County Auditor shall collect said special assessments 
with taxes levied in 2015, payable in 2016. 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CLOQUET 

THIS 17TH DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2015. 

 
 
 
       _________________________ 
       Dave Hallback, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator 



Parcel ID Property Address Account Number Bill Amount  Collection Fee  Total Certified 

06-145-0240 344 8th Street 0124016800-04 501.39                   25.00                      526.39                   

06-110-1200 31 19th Street 0118016200-15 11.55                      25.00                      36.55                      

06-200-0800 335 2nd Street 0123004500-01 11.55                      25.00                      36.55                      

06-145-0860 604 1/2 Carlton Ave 0124013100-20 10.55                      25.00                      35.55                      

06-145-0240 344 8th Street 0124016800-05 45.30                      25.00                      70.30                      

06-510-8150 1502 Moorhead Rd 0260037300-00 35.20                      25.00                      60.20                      

06-205-0060 311 19th Street 0119008700-03 18.30                      25.00                      43.30                      

06-270-0020 2440 Selmser Ave 0119018600-06 85.77                      25.00                      110.77                   

06-290-4160 121 14th Street 0120011600-09 117.76                   25.00                      142.76                   

06-290-4320 1305 Carlton Ave 0120012200-03 238.95                   25.00                      263.95                   

06-275-0120 25 8th Street 0121009800-12 91.47                      25.00                      116.47                   
06-255-0100 415 8th Street 0124002600-02 85.62                      25.00                      110.62                   

Total 1,253.41                300.00                   1,553.41                

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
COUNTY OF CARLTON  )
CITY OF CLOQUET         )

I, Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator of the City of Cloquet, Minnesota, pursuant to Chapter 364 of the Laws of Minnesota for 1909, and Amendments thereto, and pursuant to 
resolution of the City Council of the City of Cloquet, passed February 17, 2015,

HEREBY CERTIFY,  That there is remaining in my office unpaid and for collection the following Utility Bills for the 2016 Real Estate Tax payments, against the following lots and 
tracts of land in the following amounts to-wit:



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

1307 Cloquet Avenue • Cloquet MN  55720 
Phone:  218-879-2507 •  Fax:  218-879-6555 

www.ci.cloquet.mn.us 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

To: Mayor and City Council 
From:  Holly Butcher, Community Development Director 
Reviewed/Approved By: Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator 
Date:  February 10, 2015 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: PUBLIC HEARING ON CLOQUET SMALL CITIES 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM APPLICATION 2015  

Proposed Action 

Staff recommends the City Council move to adopt RESOLUTION NO. 15-12, A RESOLUTION OF 

SUPPORT FOR THE CLOQUET SMALL CITIES DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

APPLICATION 2015.   

Further, staff recommends the City Council move to adopt RESOLUTION NO. 15-13, A 

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE CLOQUET SMALL CITIES DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAM COMMERCIAL TARGET AREA AS A BLIGHTED AREA. 

Background/Overview 

Staff recommends the City Council hold a public hearing to invite public comment on the City making 
application to the State Department of Employment and Economic Development for Small Cities 
Development Program funding.  This public hearing is required by DEED as part of the final application 
process.  Further, the state requires the City to designate the commercial target area in the application as 
slum and blight because the source of the funds is from federal community development block grants the 
goals of which is to reduce slum and blight conditions in a community, this designation by law only 
applies to the commercial target for the City. 

Small Cities Development Program (SCDP) funds are available for cities under 50,000 in population to 
apply for for owner-occupied housing rehabilitation, rental housing rehabilitation, and/or commercial 
rehabilitation.  Cities may apply for a single purpose or comprehensive application.  A comprehensive 
application is defined as a proposal from a community that has two or more interrelated projects which by 
their nature require a coordination of housing, public facilities, or economic development activities. 

Proposed SCDP City Program 

The City has established program guidelines for the three activities of rehabilitation of owner-occupied 
housing, rental housing, and commercial by target area based on concentrations of blight for the following 
target areas in the City as mapped below.  The goal of the City’s application is to complete: 

 10 commercial projects at $25,000 in rehabilitation per building; and
 24 low income owned and occupied homes at $15,000 in rehabilitation per home; and
 8 rental properties at $20,000 per single family rental home which will be required for 5 years to

be rented at fair market rent restrictions.

http://www.ci.cloquet.mn.us/


To the Mayor and City Council 
Public Hearing SCDP Application 
February 10, 2015 
Page 2 

RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS (OWNER / RENTER) Cloquet Target Area 

COMMERCIAL Cloquet Target Area 

Crafting Final Application 

The City of Cloquet submitted a pre-application to DEED in November and was notified on December 
17, 2014 that the City’s application would be invited to proceed to final application however it was 
marginally competitive (29 / 40 selected to proceed were marginal) and DEED made several suggestions 
to strengthen the City’s application.  In a meeting with DEED on December 18, 2014 they offered the 
following feedback to the City to improve the application: 

 The application needs to specify how all project category goals will be successfully executed; and
 Reduce the SCDP request and slightly increase the City’s hard dollar cash into the project; and
 Target area is ok, all activities are ok – need to scale back commerical project goals; and
 Several applications were received from DEED Region 3 (e.g. Moose Lake, Lakes & Pines etc.)



To the Mayor and City Council 
Public Hearing SCDP Application 
February 10, 2015 
Page 3 

Policy Objectives 

In February 2014, the City of Cloquet adopted the Cloquet-Scanlon Housing Study, an effort led and 
funded by the Cloquet EDA, and then initiated the Cloquet-Scanlon Housing Task Force using Minnesota 
Housing Partnership grant funding to develop a housing implementation plan.  The City Council and 
Planning Commission crafted a Rental Ordinance which will take effect March 1, 2015.  Lastly, the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan has a housing component.  Applying for SCDP funding strives to meet the 
City’s housing goals. 

Advisory Committee/Commission Action 

Cloquet EDA approved the City’s pre-application in October, in January staff shared DEED’s comments 
on what areas needed improvement on the City’s application.  The Council approved a Resolution of 
support for the City’s pre-application in October.   

Financial/Budget/Grant Considerations 

In October the Council approved committing $25,000 from Fund 202 in Federal CDBG funds to be used 
as application leverage towards the 2015 SCDP application and specifically applying the City’s funds 
towards the Ed’s Bakery building.  Based on feedback from DEED, staff will be reducing the overall 
request to DEED by $100,000.  Staff recommends no financial increase in funding towards the 
application at this time. 

Supporting Documentation Attached 

 Resolution No. 15-12.
 Resolution No. 15-13.



CITY OF CLOQUET 

COUNTY OF CARLTON 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-12 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR CLOQUET 

SMALL CITIES DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM APPLICATION 

WHEREAS, the City of Cloquet is pursuing a final application for Small Cities Development Program 
(SCDP) funding being submitted to the State of Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic 
Development (DEED) for monies to improve owner-occupied, rental housing, and commercial 
properties located within the attached Cloquet Target Zone; and 

BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Cloquet, MN act as the legal sponsor for the SCDP Cloquet Project as 
contained in the application to be submitted to DEED by February 26, 2015 and that the City 
Administrator and Community Development Director are hereby authorized to apply to the Department 
of Employment and Economic Development for funding of this project on behalf of the City of Cloquet; 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Cloquet has the legal authority to apply for financial 
assistance, and the institutional, managerial and financial capability to ensure adequate construction, 
operation, maintenance and replacement of the proposed project for its design life; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Cloquet has not violated any Federal, State or  
local laws pertaining to fraud, bribery, graft, kickbacks, collusion, conflict of interest or other unlawful 
or corrupt practice; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon approval of its application by the State, the City of Cloquet 
may enter into an agreement with the State of Minnesota for the approved project, and that the City of 
Cloquet certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in all contract 
agreements; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

CLOQUET, MINNESOTA, that the City Administrator and Community Development Director, or 
their successors in office, are hereby authorized to execute such agreements, and amendments thereto, as 
are necessary to implement the project on behalf of the City of Cloquet. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CLOQUET THIS 

17TH DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2015. 

_______________________________ 
Dave Hallback, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

___________________________________ 
Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator



CITY OF CLOQUET 

COUNTY OF CARLTON 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-13 

A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE CLOQUET 

SMALL CITIES DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

COMMERCIAL TARGET AREA AS A BLIGHTED AREA 

WHEREAS, the City of Cloquet is undertaking a program of downtown revitalization and redevelopment; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Cloquet has identified a specific area hereafter referred to as a “blighted area” in which 
revitalization activities will occur; and   

WHEREAS, the Cloquet City Council has assessed the condition of the buildings and the other characteristics of the 
blighted area and has determined that the area can be characterized as blighted by reason of dilapidation, obsolescence, 
overcrowding, faulty arrangement or design, lack of ventilation, light, and sanitary facilities, excessive land coverage, 
deleterious land use, or obsolete layout, or any combination of these or other factors, are detrimental to the safety, 
health, morals, or welfare of the community, in accordance with Mn. Stat. 469.002 Subd. 11; and 

WHEREAS, the Cloquet City Council has identified deteriorating conditions which are contributed to by the existence 
of substandard residential units, the inability of commercial structures to meet codes, the general condition of 
deteriorating storefronts on the commercial buildings in the area as contributing to the slum and blight conditions of the 
blighted area. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CLOQUET, That the 
area identified on the Commercial Target Area is characterized by conditions meeting the definition of slum and blight 
and is designated as a “blighted area.” 

COMMERCIAL Cloquet Target Area 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CLOQUET THIS 17TH DAY OF 

FEBRUARY, 2015. 

_______________________________ 
Dave Hallback, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

___________________________________ 
Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator 
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REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

To: Mayor and City Council 
From: Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator 
Date: February 10, 2015 

ITEM DESCRIPTION:       Appointment of Waterfront Committee Representatives 

Proposed Action 

Staff recommends that the City Council consider the appointment of individuals to the Waterfront 
Committee with the purpose of developing plan design for the various riverfront parks. 

Background/Overview 

The City recently extended its design services contract with Short Elliott Hendrickson, Inc. (SEH) to 
include the development of a waterfront plan for the City of Cloquet.  Many ideas have been explored 
during previous studies for the waterfront, including the interconnected riverfront park envisioned in the 
parks and recreation Master Plan. 

Unfortunately, the Master Plan process did not include a consensus on the concepts for Veteran’s Park 
and Dunlap Island.  As a result, the Parks Commission is moving forward with efforts to develop a 
consensus plan for these two areas as well as the adjacent riverfront areas. 

In efforts to engage the community and key stakeholders to identify a consensus plan, the City established 
a Waterfront Committee.  This committee is proposed to be made up of 15-20 members.  To date, the City 
has received applications of interest from those individuals as attached.  Additional applications of 
interest may still be forthcoming. 

Policy Objectives 

The City created the Waterfront Committee at its January 20, 2015 meeting.  Under City Code, 
appointments to the various boards, commissions and committees are made by the Mayor and confirmed 
by the City Council.  

Financial/Budget/Grant Considerations 

None at this time. 

Advisory Committee/Commission Action 

None. 

Supporting Documentation Attached 

 Applications.
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City of Cloquet 
1307 Cloquet Avenue
Cloquet, MN 55720
ph: 218-879-6758
e-mail: cpeterson@ci.cloquet.mn.us

How long have you lived in Cloquet?

What other Cloquet community activities have you been involved in?

Please describe any previous experience and/or skills which may be similar or helpful to the Task Force. 

Please describe any potential schedule conflicts i.e., routine travel, work schedules etc.

Why do you wish to serve on the Task Force?

Any other relevant information you would like us to know?

Applicant Name:

Years/Months

Waterfront Committee Application

St. Louis River

Thank you for your interest in serving on the Parks System Master Plan Task Force.  While all community members are welcome to 

serve we ask that you take a moment to fill out the application form to assist us with future contact information and understanding of 

each applicant's strengths and passions in the parks.  We recognize that this is a volunteer effort but ask that each applicant give 

careful consideration to the time commitment involved.  If your schedule is such that it will likely impede your active participation in the 

process please consider letting others who may have greater availability participate.  Any questions can be directed to Caleb 

Peterson at the number or e-mail listed above. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
1307 Cloquet Avenue  Cloquet MN 55720 

Phone: 218-879-3347   Fax: 218-879-6555 
email: admin@ci.cloquet.mn.us 

www.ci.cloquet.mn.us 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

To: Mayor and City Council 
From: Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator 
Date: February 10, 2015 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: New Cingular Wireless PCS Lease for Antenna Tower on City Property 

Proposed Action 

Staff recommends that the City Council move to approve the Option and Lease Agreement between the 
City and New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC. 

Background/Overview 

In April 2013, staff presented to the Council, as part of a work session meeting, a proposal from AT&T to 
lease City property for the purpose of constructing a new antenna tower.  The City Council was generally 
supportive of the concept but had certain concerns related to the conditional use process.  The proposed 
tower would be a 190’ monopole tower designed to collapse onto itself in the unfortunate situation of 
collapse. 

The company is interested in leasing City property adjacent to Highway 45 and Carlton Avenue.  This 
property had been acquired by the City approximately 40 years ago for use as a possible water treatment 
plant to treat the water from Lake Superior if it were to be used as part of the City’s potable water supply.  
To date, this water is exclusively used within the City for the production of paper at the Sappi mill.  There 
have been no discussions to move forward with any treatment plant by the City Council in recent 
memory. 

The site also sits adjacent to a large tract of property owned by Jarden Corporation.  The Company or its 
tenants have used this property for wood storage in recent years.  The only building on the two parcels is 
a small building located in the far Northeast owned by the City.  The City has historically used the 
remainder of our parcel as a snow storage dump in the winter and for the storage of other sand/soil debris 
in the warmer months. 

The City currently holds leases with 4 different carriers to construct and operate antenna towers on City 
property.  This includes one in Pine Valley, one on the City water tower, one in Midway Township next 
to the City’s Lake Superior Reservoir, and one in Duluth adjacent to Station 2.  The City also recently 
agreed to another lease on the same Midway Township property with MNDOT for a new ARMER 
antenna tower.  So the City has a great deal of experience with both the issues involved in antenna towers 
as well as lease rates and conditions. 

In those situations, the towers are located such that the City does not have much long term competition in 
terms of future site development.  In this case, however, the site is adjacent to the vacant Jarden tract and 
Highway 45 which could hold some long term commercial/industrial development opportunities for the 
City.  The tower would most likely not eliminate development opportunity, but could limit the 
opportunities due to the safety issues. 

mailto:admin@ci.cloquet.mn.us
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Antenna Tower Lease Agreement 
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In July, 2013, the City Council approved the lease agreement with New Cingular Wireless subject 
to approval of a conditional use permit, site location approval by the City Engineer, and final 
lease approval by the City Attorney.  A conditional use permit was approved by the City on 
October 15, 2013, and the site location approved by the City Engineer.  A lease was negotiated 
but was eventually rejected by the company due to concerns about the lease rates.  The City had 
not been in communication with the company since that time. 

The company has now made contact with the City indicting its desire to move forward with the 
agreement.  (see attached letter)  Staff has no new issues of concern but due to the previous action 
rejecting the lease and the timeframe involved, the City Attorney has recommended that the City 
Council reconsider the project and agreement.  The company is not proposing any changes to the 
lease so it is consistent with that presented to the Council in 2013.  Non-financial specifics of the 
proposed lease include: 

1. Option - the agreement includes a one year option which may be renewed for one
additional year.

2. Permitted Use - the agreement requires a conditional use permit to be pursued and
granted before construction.

3. Term - initial lease is five years with four additional renewal terms.

4. Lease Area - 50’ x 50’ lease area with entrance driveway.

Policy Objectives 

The City has no formal policy regarding the placement of antenna towers on City property.  It does have a 
section of the Zoning Ordinance that address certain setback requirements and it does require a 
conditional use permit be issued prior to the construction of a tower.  Further, in terms of guiding 
principles the State has previously ruled that antenna towers are similar to a public utility and that public 
agencies have a responsibility to consider its property as potential site locations for antenna.  This does 
not mandate that the city must agree to allow such facilities. 

Under Section 17.2.10, Subd. 5(A), a conditional use permit shall be valid for a period of one year after 
which the same shall be revoked in the event that any proposed construction, alteration or operation has 
not been stated in accordance with the terms of such permit.  In this case, the applicant had applied for a 
building permit prior to the expiration of the one year period and as a result no new conditional use permit 
application is required. 

Financial/Budget/Grant Considerations 

The lease requires a $1,500 upfront payment to the City for a one year option of the lease.  The monthly 
rent, if the option is exercised, is $950.00 per month.  Rent would increase annually by seven and one-half 
(7 1/2) percent. 

Advisory Committee/Commission Action 

 None.

Supporting Documentation Attached 

 CUP, Resolution No. 13-76
 Site Maps.
 Lease.































































COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

1307 Cloquet Avenue • Cloquet MN  55720 
Phone:  218-879-2507 •  Fax:  218-879-6555 

www.ci.cloquet.mn.us 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

To: Mayor and City Council 
From:  Al Cottingham, City Planner/Zoning Administrator 
Reviewed/Approved By: Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator 
Date:  February 11, 2015 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: ZONING CASE 15-01:  COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
AMENDMENT (LAND USE PLAN) AND REZONING 

Proposed Action 
Staff recommends the City Council move to adopt: 

 RESOLUTION NO. 15-10, A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT (LAND USE PLAN) FROM
“MODERATE TO HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL” TO “LOW DENSITY
RESIDENTIAL”

and 
 ORDINANCE NO. 440A, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE 6A, BY

AMENDING THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF CLOQUET FROM “R3 –
MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL” TO “R2 – ONE AND TWO FAMILY
RESIDENTIAL”

Background/Overview 
In 2009, this area was platted by Western Lake Superior Habitat for Humanity.  As part of the 
plat, the City approved the creation of three new single family lots with the remainder of the 
property being deeded to the City for storm water retention.  The zoning and land use 
designations, at the time of the plat, were the same as today.  

Receiving the case file at that time, the Planning Commission did not identify any specific 
concerns about the zoning or land use designation.  Habitat was allowed to plat the property as 
proposed even though the construction of single family homes would be in conflict with these 
two guiding documents.  The City subsequently issued two building permits in conformance with 
the new plat and two single family homes were constructed. 

The city was recently approached by an individual interested in constructing a home on the third 
lot.  It was through this process that staff identified the conflict with the Zoning and 
Comprehensive Plan.  As a result, in order for the third lot to be developed with a single family 
home the City must consider the proposed amendments.   

http://www.ci.cloquet.mn.us/
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Comp Plan Amendment and Rezoning 
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In August 2007, the City Council adopted the 2007 – 2027 Comprehensive Plan for the City of 
Cloquet.  Chapter 3 of the Plan, Land Use discusses Inventory and Analysis; Goals, Objectives, 
and Policies; and, Land Use Plan.   
 
Staff has reviewed the language in the Comprehensive Plan pertaining to both the “Moderate-
Density to High-Density Residential” and “Low Density Residential”.  In reviewing these write 
ups there is no compelling rational to leave things the way they are.    The property surrounding 
this property is “Low Density Residential” thus this would not be creating a spot area for the 
residential use. 
 
The zoning of property needs to be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan; therefore if the plan 
is amended to “Low Density Residential” then the zoning should also be amended.  In this case 
the R2 – One and Two Family Residential would be appropriate since the surrounding property 
is Zoned R2. 
 
Staff believes that since the land use and zoning were overlooked with the platting of the 
property in 2009 and there was more property involved than specifically platted by Western Lake 
Superior Habitat for Humanity the City should be the applicant rather than the property owner. 
 
The City of Cloquet is proposing to amend the Land Use Plan portion of the Comprehensive Plan 
by changing the current classification of the property located southwest of Spruce Street and 
Prospect Avenue West from “Moderate to High Density Residential” to “Low Density 
Residential”.    The City is also proposing a Rezoning of the property from the current 
classification of “R3 Multiple-Family Residence” to “R2 One and Two Family Residence”.  The 
City is proposing this change so the existing single family homes will be conforming uses rather 
than non-conforming uses.  The amendment and rezoning, if approved, would amend the Land 
Use Plan Map of the Comprehensive Plan and the Zoning Map. 
 
The Comprehensive Plan Amendment is the first step in a two-step process that the City needs to 
go through prior to rezoning the property.  If this step is recommended for approval, then the 
rezoning of the property should also be recommended for approval so the two are consistent. 
 
A public hearing was held on Tuesday, February 10, 2015 to consider a possible amendment to 
the Comprehensive Plan (Land Use Plan) and Rezoning.  A legal notice was published in the 
Pine Journal on January 29, 2015 and property owners within 350 feet and those whose property 
is effected were sent notices of the public hearing.  There was no one in attendance speaking 
either on behalf or opposed to the proposed changes. 
 
Policy Objectives 
The Land Use Plan portion of the Comprehensive Plan discusses the “Moderate-Density to High-
Density Residential” on page 3-14 and the “Low Density Residential” on pages 3-13 and 3-14.  
The plan does not have any specific locational criteria for where certain districts should be 
located or rational as to why districts are located where they are. 
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Financial/Budget/Grant Considerations 
The Comprehensive Plan Amendment fee is $300 and Rezoning fee is $300.  The city does not 
charge itself these fees. 
 
Advisory Committee/Commission Action  
The Planning Commission has recommended approval of the Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
subject to the condition in the attached resolution on a 4 – 0 vote.  They have also recommended 
approval of the Rezoning on a 4 – 0 vote. 
 
Supporting Documentation Attached 

 Resolution No. 15-10.  
 Ordinance No. 440A. 
 Location Map. 
 Comprehensive Plan Pages. 
 Land Use Plan. 
 Zoning Map.



CITY OF CLOQUET 
COUNTY OF CARLTON 
STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 15-10 

 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT 
(LAND USE PLAN) FROM “MODERATE TO HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL” 

TO “LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL” 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Cloquet is proposing a Comprehensive Plan Amendment (Land Use Plan) from 
“Moderate to High Density Residential” to “Low Density Residential”; and 
 
WHEREAS, As required by ordinance, notification was advertised in the Pine Journal.  A public hearing 
was held to consider the application at the regular meeting of the Cloquet Planning Commission on 
February 10, 2015 at which time Zoning Case / Development Review No. 15-01 was heard and discussed; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the property of the proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment (Land Use Plan) is located 
southwest of Spruce Street and Prospect Avenue West and is legally described as follows: 
 

All of Spruce Street Hollow.  
 
And 
 
That part of “Block A” County Auditor’s Subdivision Number 31 described as follows: 
Commencing at the northeast corner of “Block A’ thence south on the east line 220 feet, thence 
west 10.4 feet to the west line of Spruce Street (point of beginning), thence continue west 245 
feet, thence south 135 feet to the north right-of-way of CSAH # 7, thence east along the right-of-
way 270 feet to the west line of said street, thence north 225 feet to the point of beginning. 
Carlton County, Minnesota. 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed the staff report and recommended approval of the 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment (Land Use Plan) from “Moderate to High Density Residential” to “Low 
Density Residential”. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
CLOQUET, MINNESOTA, that it approves the Comprehensive Plan Amendment (Land Use Plan) 
from “Moderate to High Density Residential” to “Low Density Residential”. 
 
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CLOQUET THIS 17TH DAY OF 
FEBRUARY, 2015.   
 
     
       _____________________________ 
       Dave Hallback, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
      
       
Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator 



ORDINANCE NO. 440A 
 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE 6A, BY AMENDING THE ZONING MAP 

OF THE CITY OF CLOQUET FROM “R3 – MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL” 
TO “R2 – ONE AND TWO FAMILY RESIDENTIAL” 

 
 
The City Council of the City of Cloquet does hereby ordain as follows: 

 
Section 1. The Zoning Map of the City of Cloquet is hereby amended to change the zoning 

designation of the following described property from R3, Multiple Family 
Residential to R2, One and Two Family Residential: 

 
 All of Spruce Street Hollow.  
 

And 

That part of “Block A” County Auditor’s Subdivision Number 31 described as 
follows: Commencing at the northeast corner of “Block A’ thence south on the 
east line 220 feet, thence west 10.4 feet to the west line of Spruce Street (point of 
beginning), thence continue west 245 feet, thence south 135 feet to the north 
right-of-way of CSAH # 7, thence east along the right-of-way 270 feet to the west 
line of said street, thence north 225 feet to the point of beginning. Carlton County, 
Minnesota. 

 
Section 2. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its 

passage and publication in accordance with law. 
 
 
Passed  this 17th day of February, 2015. 
 
 
      CITY OF CLOQUET 
       
 
                 
      By:  ________________________________ 
       Its Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
By:   ___________________________ 
 Its City Administrator 
 
 
Published this   day of     , 2015. 













DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

1307 Cloquet Avenue  Cloquet MN 55720 
Phone: 218-879-6758   Fax: 218-879-6555 

Street - Water - Sewer - Engineering 
www.ci.cloquet.mn.us 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

To: Mayor and City Council 
From:  James R. Prusak, Director of Public Works 
Reviewed by:  Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator 
Date:  February 11, 2015 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: Purchase of a Dump Truck for the Public Works Department. 

Proposed Action 

Staff recommends the City Council move to authorize the purchase of a tandem axle dump truck 
chassis for the Public Works Department from Boyer Trucks in the amount of $71,012.86, 
including trade, and the purchase of a dump box, plows, a sander and the installation of all 
related equipment on the truck chassis from Towmaster, Inc. in the amount of $118,127.50.   

Background/Overview 

As part of Cloquet’s adopted 2015 Capital Improvement Program (CIP) and annual budget, a 
new Tandem Axle Dump Truck is scheduled to be purchased by the Public Works Department.  
Under a Cooperative Purchase Agreement with the State of Minnesota, local governments are 
allowed to purchase such equipment directly off a previously awarded state contract.  With the 
purchase of large pieces of equipment this process can provide greatly discounted prices and at 
the same time it eliminates the need and cost of the City obtaining bids on our own.   

After reviewing available equipment and developing specifications for this truck purchase, 
Public Works staff has put together a recommended purchase that involves two vendors off of 
the State Contract.  Under this proposal, the truck chassis will be purchased from Boyer 
International Trucks.  Once this chassis is delivered, it will then be transferred to Towmaster, 
who will furnish and install the dump box, three plows, salt brine tanks, a tailgate sander and all 
necessary electrical and hydraulic equipment to complete the unit.  The dump truck to be traded 
in will be a 2003 International 7400 Plow Truck, VIN# 3J069025 (City Unit #210).  The 
following is a summary of the related costs: 

Boyer Trucks  Truck Chassis  $   98,642.86   
5-Year Warranty    4,370.00 
Subtotal $ 103,012.86 
Less Trade-In   (   32,000.00) 
Net Truck Chassis Purchase $    71,012.86  

Towmaster Box, Plows, Sander plus Installation $  118,127.50 

Total Truck Purchase -------- $  189,140.36
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At this time, staff would recommend purchasing the truck chassis from Boyer Trucks in the 
amount of $71,012.86, including trade, and the purchase of a dump box, plows, a sander and the 
installation of all related equipment on the truck chassis from Towmaster, Inc. in the amount of 
$118,127.50.  The itemized pricing for Towmaster and Boyer Trucks can be viewed upon 
request. 
 
Policy Objectives 

To replace necessary equipment in accordance with the approved Capital Improvement Plan.   
 

Financial/Budget/Grant Considerations 

Cloquet’s adopted 2015 Capital Improvement Program (CIP) and annual budget included 
$210,000 for this purchase and this cost was split between three department funds as follows: 
 
   Public Works Reserve Fund  $130,000  
   Sewer Fund        30,000 
   Water Fund        50,000 
    Total Budget ------------------ $210,000 
 
The net purchase cost would be split between these three funds accordingly. 
 
Advisory Committee/Commission Action 

N/A  
 
Supporting Documentation Attached 

 Boyer Trucks Proposal. 
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