
 

 

 

CITY OF CLOQUET 
City Council Agenda 

Tuesday, September 1, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 

City Hall Council Chambers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Roll Call 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

 a. Approval of September 1, 2015 Council Agenda 

 

3. Approval of Council Minutes 

 

a. Work Session Minutes from the August 18, 2015 meeting 

c. Regular Council Minutes from the August 18, 2015 meeting 

     

4. Consent Agenda 

 Items in the Consent Agenda are considered routine and will be approved with one motion 

without discussion/debate.  The Mayor will ask if any Council members wish to remove an item.  

If no items are to be removed, the Mayor will then ask for a motion to approve the Consent 

Agenda. 

 

a. Resolution No. 15-69, Authorizing the Payment of Bills and Payroll 

b. Renewal of Optional 2 AM Liquor License – Lumberjack Lounge 

 

5. Public Hearings 

 

None.  

 

6. Presentations 

 

 None. 

 

 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

 

5:30 p.m. Final Review of 2016-2020 Draft CIP and 3nd Run Up of Budget 

6:45 p.m. Future Work Session Agenda Items 

    

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

CITY OF CLOQUET 
City Council Agenda 

Tuesday, September 1, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 

City Hall Council Chambers 

 

 

 

 

7. Council Business 

  

a. State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements (BCA and CJDN) 

 Resolution No. 15-70, A Resolution Approving the State of Minnesota 

Joint Powers Agreements with the City of Cloquet on Behalf of its City 

Attorney and Police Department. 

b. Carl Street Petition for Overlay 

 

8.  Public Comments 

 Please give your name, address, and your concern or comments.  Visitors may share 

their concerns with the City Council on any issue, which is not already on the agenda.  

Each person will have 3 minutes to speak.  The Mayor reserves the right to limit an 

individual’s presentation if it becomes redundant, repetitive, irrelevant, or overly 

argumentative.  All comments will be taken under advisement by the Council.  No action 

will be taken at this time. 

 

9. Council Comments, Announcements, and Updates 

     

10. Adjournment 



CLOQUET CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
Tuesday, August 18, 2015, 5:30 p.m. 

Meeting Minutes 

Present: Bjerkness, Kolodge, Langley, Maki, Rock, Wilkinson and Mayor Hallback 

Absent: Langley 

Staff: Fritsinger, C. Peterson, Lukarilla, Stracek 

Other: Jamie Lund, Pine Journal, Bradley Peterson, CGMC 

CGMC ANNUAL UPDATE  

Bradley Peterson of CGMC gave a brief update on legislative events.  CGMC’s priorities included the 
following:  

 Highest priority was bringing the LGA back to its 2002 level.  However, an increase failed due to
the Legislature’s failure to pass a tax bill.

 Bold economic development focusing on work force housing.

 Broadband infrastructure grant program - CGMC was instrumental in jumpstarting the
infrastructure funding program.

 Job training program – Focusing exclusively on Greater MN to provide resources to employers to
help in employee specialized trainings.

 Environmental issues – Passed law requiring state to perform a cost impact analysis of all new
proposed water quality regulations.

Council asked what the coalition can do to help cities rebuild roads?  His view is that compromise is 
feasible through a fuel bill and general fund sources.  He is skeptical there will be much done on 
transportation the next session.   

How effective is it for Councilors to contact our Legislator?  It can be effective depending on who the 
Legislator is.  The City would receive an action alert if the coalition feels it is important to contact the 
Legislator.  Trying to communicate through City Hall is more effective.  

How important is it for cities to be represented with the coalition?  There is value in talking with other 
elected officials from other communities. 

Strategic Plan Review 
As requested, the Council wanted to review the plan once more.  Mr. Fritsinger reviewed each priority 
and action to ensure everyone is in agreement.  Discussion items were as follows:  

 Council questioned the intent of Priority 1-D and if it needs to be identified as an action/process.
Consensus is to reword as a value statement, not process or task.

 Priority 2B – No work done yet, completion dates need to be changed.
2D – Not clear on what was to be accomplished.  Council in agreement to delete.

 Priority 3B – More of understanding by everyone on how we use LGA.  Wait a year to complete
this action.   This specific component will not be complete this budget.

DRAFT



3C - Start towards the end of 2016, this is more of a 2017 exercise.  Focusing on amending the 
ongoing budget monitoring and reporting to council, an understanding of the budget and how it 
works.  

 Priority 4A –  Question mark on this action.  Internal Council or engagement of public?  This 
needs careful thought and feedback on how to target this item.  Comments on overlap of this 
process and what EDA is working on.  This is written as developing a process.  Council suggested 
adding another 6 months to completion date.  Council agreed on June completion date.  Look at 
EDA and how it may interface with.   

 4B – Needs to be revised based upon previous discussion.  

 Priority 5B - Refocus on discussion to make sure all is on right path.  Dates will fit a normal 
building project.  Dates need to be identified.  

 C – Public Works first priority.  Dates need to be identified.  

 6A - Tried to align with EDA.  Dates are still on track with what Holly is trying to do, plan 
development in 2016.   

 6B – Ongoing exercise, dates still meet with expectations.  
 6C – New business development, split into south Hwy 33 and North, Cloquet business park.  
 EDA has had discussion over the summer.  The dates still correlate with what they’ve been 
 talking about.   
 
Mr. Fritsinger asked the Council if they are comfortable adopting and accepting priorities at tonight’s 
Regular Meeting, or discuss more and adopt/accept at the next meeting? Council agreed to adopt at 
tonight’s meeting.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.  The Council reconvened the 
meeting at 7:50 p.m. to continue discussion on the 2016 budget.   
 
2016 Preliminary Budget 
 
Mr. Fritsinger began by providing an update on changes being proposed to the City sales tax projects.  
He noted that Hilltop Park is being split into two projects with the play structure being added to 2016.  A 
major change in the sales tax is building in the Highway 33 landscaping and trail projects which have not 
previously been included.  He reviewed the proposed schedule of those projects.  
 
The Council inquired if lighting or lighting in general was included in these estimates.  Staff indicated 
they were not and the City Engineer was still in the process of identifying the lighting options and costs 
for future discussion.  Mr. Fritsinger noted that SEH will be presenting the landscape plan to the Council 
at an upcoming work session the Council will need to carefully consider the costs of such improvements.  
The City Council reminded staff that it needs to be cognizant of increased operating and maintenance 
costs associated with such improvements.  The Council will be looking to staff to clearly identify any 
budget impacts before improvements are implemented.   
 
Mr. Fritsinger noted that the City is working with MNDOT on the Highway 33 Frontage Road and 
believes that grant monies are available.  This project has been added in 2019 and the overall 
commercial development project pushed out to 2021.  The Council asked that improvements at CARC be 
relabeled and discussion ensued regarding the long term ice plant improvements.  The Council also 
inquired as to the status of the skate park location and total project cost.  
 



Mr. Fritsinger then reviewed the 2016 CIP as well as the 2016-2020 plan.  He noted the changes in street 
overlays being considered and that engineering is still working on identifying the related projects.  Mr. 
Peterson explained the changes in the City’s sidewalk replacement program.  The Council had no 
additional suggested changes to the CIP. 
 
Mr. Fritsinger then referred to the second roll up of the proposed 2016 budget.  He noted there has 
been little change outside of the impact of capital improvements.  The Council, at the last work session, 
had not suggested any significant change to the budget for those questions raised by staff, so no other 
changes made.  The Council briefly discussed its support for the Events Coordinator position and 
concerns related to donations to Friends of Animals. 
 
Mr. Fritsinger moved to a quick overview of the proposed facility improvements.  He noted the current 
recommendation is implementing the police facility in 2018 and Public Works in 2021.  He is still working 
with BKV on deciphering the short term maintenance needs and will need to incorporate that into the 
budget as well.  The Council asked a few questions regarding the CAFD building plans but offered no 
suggested changes to the schedule.   
  
Mr. Fritsinger reminded the Council that he and Ms. Klassen are currently suggesting a $4.5-4.8 million 
sales tax bond in 2017 and a $9.5 million G.O. Bond in 2021.  The police facility would be funded through 
monies in the City’s Public Facilities Fund and internal fund borrowing.  The Council had several 
questions including the pros/cons to bonding earlier while interest rates are low.   
 
Having no other questions or comments, the meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
 
Brian Fritsinger 
City Administrator 
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Council Chambers, Cloquet, Minnesota 

7:00 P.M.                     August 18, 2015  

Regular Meeting 

Roll Call 

Councilors Present: Bjerkness, Kolodge, Maki, Rock, Wilkinson, Mayor Hallback 

Councilors Absent: Langley 

AGENDA 

MOTION: Councilor Kolodge moved and Councilor Maki seconded the motion to approve the 

August 18, 2015 agenda.  The motion carried unanimously (6-0). 

MINUTES 

MOTION: Councilor Rock moved and Councilor Bjerkness seconded the motion to 

approve the minutes of the work session and regular meeting of August 4, 

2015. The motion carried unanimously (6-0). 

CONSENT AGENDA 

MOTION: Councilor Bjerkness moved and Councilor Maki seconded the  

motion to adopt the consent agenda of August 18, 2015 approving the  

necessary motions and resolutions.  The motion carried unanimously (6-0). 

a. Resolution No. 15-66, Authorizing the Payment of Bills and Payroll

b. Resolution No. 15-67, Adopting and Confirming Special Assessments For

Delinquent Utilities

PUBLIC HEARING – WEST I-35 FRONTAGE ROAD PAVING IMPROVEMENT 

Mayor Hallback announced that now is the time and place for the public hearing on the 

proposed improvement of West I-35 Frontage Road (South Highway 33) from Moorhead 

Road north to Highway 33.  Assistant City Engineer Peterson provided an overview of the 

proposed project.     

The City Council had a number of questions related to the future assessments for the 

improvement.  The Council indicated that due to the nature of this roadway, assessments may 

not be appropriate.  Staff responded that those issues will be evaluated and presented at the 

time of the Assessment Hearing.  The Council also had questions on the project schedule, the 

impact on the Encore Performing Arts Center schedule, speed limits, and an overall review of 

Chapter 12 of City Code. 

Frank Milder, Encore Performing Arts Center, encouraged the City to look at the amount of 

traffic using the Frontage Road as a “pass through” street as it considers assessments.  He 

also had questions on the future of the Highway 33 crossover and whether the project should 

be delayed until MNDOT addresses the safety problem.  He did not see any negative impact 

on the Performing Arts Center from the construction schedule. 

Terry Demenge, 2031 Highway 33 South, commented that he didn’t feel that property owners 

should be assessed.   He reminded the City to fix the problem from flushing the hydrants and 

water on his property. 

Mary Fink, 1461 Ann Street, stated that she doesn’t think assessments are fair. 

Nate Sandman, 1463 Ann Street, stated his opposition to the assessment but was supportive 

of the project and the widening of the shoulders to accommodate pedestrians.   

Hearing no further comments, Mayor Hallback closed the Public Hearing. 

MOTION: Councilor Kolodge moved and Councilor Wilkinson seconded the motion to 

adopt RESOLUTION NO. 15-68 ORDERING THE IMPROVEMENT 

AND PREPARATION OF PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE 

DRAFT
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  2015 PAVING OF THE WEST I-35 FRONTAGE ROAD (SOUTH  

  HIGHWAY 33) FROM MOORHEAD ROAD, NORTH   

  APPROXIMATELY 1 MILE TO HIGHWAY 33. 

 

  WHEREAS, The City has proposed to completed a roadway pavement  

  improvement on the West I-35 Frontage Road (South Highway 33) from  

  Moorhead Road, north one mile to Highway 33; and  

 

  WHEREAS, A resolution of the Council adopted July 21, 2015, set a date for 

  a Council hearing on the proposed improvement; and  

  WHEREAS, minimum of ten days mailed notice and two weeks published 

  notice of the hearing was given and the hearing was held thereon on the 18
th

 

  day of August 2015, at which time all persons desiring to be heard were given 

  an opportunity to be heard. 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL 

  OF THE CITY OF CLOQUET, MINNESOTA: 

1. Such improvement is necessary, cost effective, and feasible as detailed  

  in the City’s feasibility study. 

2. The City Engineer is hereby designated as the engineer for this 

improvement and shall prepare plans and specifications for the making of 

such improvement. 

3. Such improvement is hereby ordered and the City Engineer is hereby 

authorized to solicit bids for construction. 

 The motion carried unanimously (6-0). 

PRESENTATIONS  

 

There were none. 

   

CABLE TV FRANCHISE AGREEMENT RENEWAL 

 

MOTION: Councilor Rock moved and Councilor Bjerkness seconded the motion to table 

discussion on the Cable TV Franchise Agreement Renewal until the 

September 1, 2015 Council Meeting.  The motion carried unanimously (6-0). 

  

ADOPTION OF CITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

 

MOTION:  Councilor Wilkinson moved and Councilor Kolodge seconded the motion to 

  approve the 2016-2018 Strategic Plan identified as part of the recent City  

  Council/Department Head Retreat as detailed within the Strategic Planning 

  Report subject to the revisions as discussed during the work session.  The  

  motion carried unanimously (6-0). 

 

APPROVE THE SALE OF TAX FORFEITED LAND 

 

MOTION: Councilor Bjerkness moved and Councilor Rock seconded the motion to 

approve the sale of tax forfeited land within the City as identified in the July 

29, 2015 letter from Carlton County and directed the City Administrator to 

notify the County of its intent to re-levy the certified assessments on parcel # 

06-030-0920.  The motion carried unanimously (6-0). 
 

ADOPTION OF CITY COUNCIL IPAD USE POLICY 

 

MOTION: Councilor Rock moved and Councilor Wilkinson seconded the motion to  

  adopt the City Council iPad Use Policy.  The motion carried unanimously      

  (6-0).  

 

 

 

 



 

 
84 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT DONATION ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND RECOGNITION  

  

MOTION: Councilor Kolodge moved and Councilor Rock seconded the motion to  

  recognize various community businesses and organizations for donations and 

  support that contributed to the success of the Cloquet Police Department’s  

  National Night Out event held on August 4, 2015.  The motion carried  

  unanimously (6-0). 
 

GRADER PURCHASE AUTHORIZATION 

 

MOTION: Councilor Bjerkness moved and Councilor Maki seconded the motion to 

  authorize the purchase of a 2010 John Deere Motor Grader from Nortrax in 

the amount of $149,594.00.  The motion carried unanimously (6-0).  

 

LUMBERJACK LOUNGE BEER AND ON-SALE LIQUOR SALES AT CARC 

 

MOTION:  Councilor Wilkinson moved and Councilor Kolodge seconded the   

  motion to authorize Lumberjack Lounge, LLC to allow for the sale of beer and 

  limited selection of hard alcohol products at the Cloquet Area Recreation  

  Center (Northwoods Arena) for a period expiring June 30, 2016, with the  

  following conditions:  

 

 The Wilderness Hockey Club/CAHA provide an executed Lease 

 Agreement  identifying the permanent relationship between the Club and 

 Association. 

 Sales be limited to the specific dates and times associated with the team’s 

 2015-2016 home schedule as provided to the City. 

 Sales be restricted to the interior of the Cloquet Area Recreation Center 

 (Northwoods Arena) with no consumption allowed either outside the 

 building or in locker room areas. 

 No sales shall take place in the building when youth amateur events are 

 held within that building. 

 The licensee provide the City with a certificate of insurance covering the 

 facility and including the City as an additional insured. 

 The Club and/or licensee provide sufficient security personnel at all times 

 when alcohol is sold to ensure the enforcement of all rules, regulations, and 

 laws related to the sale and consumption of alcohol. 

 The motion carried unanimously (6-0). 
 

  BID AUTHORIZATION FOR DECHLORINATION BUILDING FOR THE LAKE 

SUPERIOR WATER LINE 

 

  MOTION: Councilor Rock moved and Councilor Maki seconded the    

  motion to approve the advertisement of bids to construct a dechlorination  

  building for the Lake Superior Waterline operations.  The motion carried  

  unanimously (7-0).  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

There were none. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS/UPDATES 

 

On motion duly carried by a unanimous yea vote of all members present on roll call, the 

Council adjourned. 

   

      

           

    Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator 









CITY OF CLOQUET 

COUNTY OF CARLTON 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-70 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE STATE OF MINNESOTA JOINT POWERS AGREEMENTS WITH 

THE CITY OF CLOQUET ON BEHALF OF ITS CITY ATTORNEY AND POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

WHEREAS,  The City of Cloquet on behalf of its Prosecuting Attorney and Police Department desires to enter 

into a Joint Powers Agreement with the State of Minnesota, Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal 

Apprehension to use systems and tools available over the State’s criminal justice data communications network 

for which the City is eligible.  The Joint Powers Agreement further provides the City with the ability to add, 

modify and delete connectivity, systems and tools over the five year life of the agreement and obligates the City 

to pay the costs for the network connection. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CLOQUET: 
 

1) That the State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements by and between the State of Minnesota acting 

through its Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension and the City of Cloquet on 

behalf of its Prosecuting Attorney and Police Department, are hereby approved.  Copies of the Joint 

Powers Agreements are attached to this Resolution and made a part of it. 

 

2) That the Chief of Police, Steve Stracek, or his or her successor, is designated the Authorized 

Representative for the Police Department.  The Authorized Representative is also authorized to sign any 

subsequent amendment or agreement that may be required by the State of Minnesota to maintain the 

City’s connection to the systems and tools offered by the State.  

 

 To assist the Authorized Representative with the administration of the agreement, Chief Stracek is 

appointed as the Authorized Representative’s designee. 

 

3) That the Chief of Police, Steve Stracek, or his or her successor, is designated the Authorized 

Representative for the Prosecuting Attorney.  The Authorized Representative is also authorized to sign 

any subsequent amendment or agreement that may be required by the State of Minnesota to maintain the 

City’s connection to the systems and tools offered by the State. 

 

 To assist the Authorized Representative with the administration of the agreement, Chief Stracek is 

appointed as the Authorized Representative’s designee. 

  

4) That Dave Hallback, the Mayor for the City of Cloquet, and Brian Fritsinger, the City Administrator, are 

authorized to sign the State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreement. 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CLOQUET THIS 1
ST

 DAY OF 

SEPTEMBER, 2015. 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Dave Hallback, Mayor 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator 














































