
 

 

CITY OF CLOQUET 
City Council Agenda 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 

City Hall Council Chambers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Roll Call. 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

3.  Approval of Agenda. 

 

 a. Approval of December 15, 2015 Council Agenda. 

 

4. Approval of Council Minutes. 

 

a. Work Session Minutes from the December 1, 2015 meeting 

b. Regular Council Minutes from the December 1, 2015 meeting 

     

5. Consent Agenda. 

 Items in the Consent Agenda are considered routine and will be approved with one 

motion without discussion/debate.  The Mayor will ask if any Council members wish to 

remove an item.  If no items are to be removed, the Mayor will then ask for a motion to 

approve the Consent Agenda. 

 

a. Resolution No. 15-99, Authorizing the Payment of Bills 

b. 2016 Business License Renewals 

c.  Optional 2 A.M. Liquor License - Northeastern Saloon & Grille 

d. Approval of New Liquor License for 2016-2017 – MUY Pizza Minnesota, LLC 

(Pizza Hut) 

 

6. Public Hearings. 

 

 None.  

  

  

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

 

5:30 p.m. Citizens Advisory Board Interviews 

6:55 p.m. Future Work Session Agenda Items 



 

 

CITY OF CLOQUET 
City Council Agenda 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 

City Hall Council Chambers 

 

 

7. Presentations. 

 

 None. 

 

8. Council Business. 

  

a. Citizens Advisory Board Vacancy Appointment 

b. Resolution No. 15-95, A Resolution Establishing City Council Values Statement 

c. Resolution No. 15-96, A Resolution In Support Of Increasing Local Government 

Aid In The 2016 Legislative Session 

d. Resolution No. 15-97,  A Resolution In Support of Amendments To The Cloquet 

Area Fire District Enabling Legislation As It Relates To Funding  

e. Resolution No. 15-98, A Resolution Opposing the Trans-Pacific Partnership and 

Disastrous Trade Policies 

f. Avenue C, LLC, Economic Development Loan 

g.  Ski Club Lease Agreement 

h. Fauley and Veteran’s Parks Design Proposal 

i. Evaluation of Performance of City of Cloquet Employee Pursuant to Minn. Stat.  

§135D.05, subd.3. 

 

9.  Public Comments. 

 Please give your name, address, and your concern or comments.  Visitors may share 

their concerns with the City Council on any issue, which is not already on the agenda.  

Each person will have 3 minutes to speak.  The Mayor reserves the right to limit an 

individual’s presentation if it becomes redundant, repetitive, irrelevant, or overly 

argumentative.  All comments will be taken under advisement by the Council.  No action 

will be taken at this time. 

 

10. Council Comments, Announcements, and Updates. 

   

11. Adjournment. 



CLOQUET CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
Tuesday, December 1, 2015, 5:30 p.m. 

Meeting Minutes 
 
 

Present: Bjerkness, Kolodge, Langley, Maki, Rock, Wilkinson, Mayor Hallback 
 
Absent: None.  
 
Staff:  Fritsinger, Klassen 
 
Other:  J. Lund, Pine Journal 
 
City Council Values Statement 
Council requested at the November 17th Work Session to continue discussion on a Values 
Statement Priority.  Mr. Fritsinger provided examples of statements from other Cities to get an 
idea of different approaches.  The Values Statement’s intent is to tie Council responsibilities with 
how we function as a unit in general.  Discussion highlights are as follows:  

 Agreement that the statement needs to be short and to the point.   

 L. Wilkinson commented the statement should include the statement as a value and then 
a description of what it means.  

 Discussion of the purpose of the Council in City Code.  Cloquet has a Code of Conduct 
that was adopted and based on LMC.   

 This priority was identified at the retreat as a concern of the lack of participation from 
Council members.  

 Mr. Fritsinger asked for thoughts of what Council feels the Values Statement should 
include: 

o Ethical and responsible 
o Open and transparent 
o Operate openly and honestly 
o Encourage engagement of participation of residents, business, Council and 

community 
o A Democratic Council.  Each member has a voice and vote. 
o Dedication to the community 

 L. Wilkinson – Decisions should reflect visions and need to be based on the big picture.  
The Council needs to step back every once in a while to look at the initial vision.   

 Council members agreed that the Grand Rapids Values Statement is a good example of 
how Cloquet’s should look. 

 D. Hallback – Once the statement is established, suggestion to put on a plaque in the 
Council Chambers, put on the City website and include on every council agenda as a 
reminder.  

 K. Kolodge expressed that each Council member needs to challenge themselves to 
become involved and stay involved.  100% participation is just part of it, the rest is as a 
group  

 Mr. Fritsinger commented that 100% participation is just one piece of the priority, the rest 
is as a group.   

 Mr. Fritsinger will put the Council member thoughts on paper and bring back to council 
on December 15th for feedback. 

 
  



Community Vision/Goal discussion 
Mr. Fritsinger shared 3 approaches to a community vision:  consultant led process; community 
led process; and City Council led process.  The vision process is very important because it 
looks at the past and where it’s going into the future.  This will include more community 
meetings, task forces, studies, etc.   As things change around us and are evolving rapidly, we 
need to understand what the community wants.  

 Identify a vision team.  What approach does the council want to take?    

 D. Bjerkness recalled an Economic Development gathering several years ago that took 
place at  FDLTCC where 80-90 people participated and attended facilitated break- out 
sessions.  Very successful.    

 D. Bjerkness questioned the value of doing this by Council alone hand picking 
community members and Commission/Board members to take part.   

 Discussion on doing a community survey and how to get the community to take it.  
Community members take more ownership when they actually have a voice.  How do we 
develop neutral questions?  What is the next step?  

 L. Wilkinson commented the need to be thoughtful in this process.  How comprehensive 
do we want the vision to be?  Ask the right questions that will show the strengths and 
weaknesses and where the priorities lie.  

 J. Rock stated he feels more time is needed to think about community vision.  Ad in the 
paper asking for community input?  

 K. Kolodge – important to know what the people want. What route do we take to cover 
the broad range of people, electronic?  Newspaper?  Social Media?  

 Mr. Fritsinger clarified that a vision statement should help with decision making.  Helps 
to identify priorities.  It’s a challenge to hear community ideas.  Example of that 
challenge was the broad and diverse groups for the Waterfront and Master Plan task 
forces and getting them to provide ideas and participate.  

 Issue of a possible merger of Scanlon/Cloquet.  What will that change?   

 K. Kolodge voiced concern that if money is going to be spent on this, it needs to be done 
correctly to maximize the participation.  Give to boards and commissions, any groups.  If 
spending money to do this right, then it’s worth it.    

 What does Council need from staff to help figure out where to go with this?  A 
preliminary timeline; more clearly definition of the process; options to do it properly; 
community survey samples; and cost.   None of these options are in the current budget.    

 Staff will come back to the Council with options to look at.   

 J. Rock asked what is the value in doing this?  Will it change our participation or help the 
City on the path to decision making?   

 Mr. Fritsinger stated this is what helps community get what they want and why do we do 
what we do.  But how do we make it an effective tool?  There are underlying issues that 
the Council is faced with and this would help us engage in that.  Mr. Fritsinger again 
reminded Council that this is very time consuming process, don’t take it lightly.  It takes 
commitment and energy.   

 
Budget  
D. Bjerkness questioned not having a Truth and Taxation Public Hearing.  Mr. Fritsinger said 
this was a change from several years ago, the City is not required to have one.  
 
Mr. Fritsinger noted there were no changes to the budget other than some minor changes to 
CIP reflecting some projects being finished this year.  
 
 



Future Work Session Agenda Items 

 CAB interviews on December 15th.  Four applicants for one vacancy.    

 January 5th – Andy Hubley will discuss the Safe Routes projects.   

 Council pay discussion.  

 CAHA Agreement feedback.  Need to discuss the historic relationships with some of the 
agreements the city has.     

 Discussion of Council members rotating Boards/Commissions.    
  
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Brian Fritsinger, 
City Administrator 
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Council Chambers, Cloquet, Minnesota 

7:00 P.M.               December 1, 2015  

Regular Meeting 

Roll Call 

Councilors Present: Bjerkness, Kolodge, Langley, Maki, Rock, Wilkinson, Mayor Hallback 

Councilors Absent: None 

Pledge of Allegiance 

AGENDA 

MOTION: Councilor Kolodge moved and Councilor Langley seconded the motion to approve the 

December 1, 2015 agenda.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

MINUTES 

MOTION: Councilor Langley moved and Councilor Rock seconded the motion to approve the 

minutes of the Work Session and Regular Meeting of November 17, 2015. The motion 

carried unanimously (7-0). 

CONSENT AGENDA 

MOTION: Councilor Bjerkness moved and Councilor Maki seconded the  

motion to adopt the consent agenda of December 1, 2015 approving the   

necessary motions and resolutions.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

a. Resolution No. 15-93, Authorizing the Payment of Bills

b. 2016 Business License Renewals

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

There were none. 

PRESENTATIONS 

There were none. 

2016-2020 CIP, 2016 BUDGET AND 2016 PROPERTY TAX LEVY 

City Administrator Fritsinger began by explaining that the City is no longer required to hold a formal 

Public Hearing or Truth-In-Taxation Hearing on the budget.  However, it must still provide an opportunity 

for discussion on the budget and levy.  Mr. Fritsinger then began by reviewing the proposed 2016 Capital 

Improvement Plan, the 2016 Operating Budget and changes from 2015 and the proposed 2016 property tax 

levy.  Mayor Hallback asked if anyone in the audience had any questions.  Dave Johnson addressed the 

Council on a couple of items.  Hearing no other comments, the Council was asked to take independent 

action on the CIP, Operating Budget and Property Tax Levy.   

MOTION: Councilor Kolodge moved and Councilor Bjerkness seconded the motion to approve the 

2016-2020 Capital Improvement Plan.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

MOTION: Councilor Langley moved and Councilor Wilkinson seconded the motion to adopt 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-91, RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2016 BUDGET.  The 

motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

WHEREAS,  The City Administrator has prepared an annual budget and the City  

Council has reviewed the 2016 budget; and 

WHEREAS,  Chapter 275, Section 065 of Minnesota Statutes requires that the City 

adopt a 2016 levy and budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF CLOQUET, MINNESOTA,  That there be and is hereby to be set aside  

for the year 2016 for the following departments and funds: 

DRAFT
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Fund Revenues  Expenditures 

General $5,119,300  $5,645,950 

LDO Loan (EDA) 65,000  2,200 

Federal CDGB Loan (EDA) 14,000  3,500 

Economic Development Loan (City) 11,200  1,350 

State SCDG/MIF (EDA) 3,000  2,650 

Community Development Operating (City) 182,900  208,350 

Small Cities Development (City) 535,000  535,000 

Library  478,000  541,600 

Tax Increment – Woodward/Daqota 30,000  30,000 

Tax Increment – 14
th
 Street Apartments 20,000  20,000 

Tax Increment – Oakwood Estates 55,000  55,000 

Park 490,400  546,150 

Senior Center 11,300  11,400 

Landfill Host Fee 92,000             - 

Cable Television 115,450  169,225 

Business Park Bonds 36,000  246,950 

Swimming Pond Bonds 115,000  108,900 

Permanent Improvement 

Facilities Planning 

Public Works Reserve 

Revolving Capital Projects 

City Sales Tax Projects 

Employee Severance Benefits 

390,000 

503,000 

207,000 

1,546,000 

1,015,000 

40,000 

 448,500 

-  

105,000 

1,546,000 

1,327,000 

50,000 

Water – Lake Superior Waterline 

Water – In-Town System 

2,843,100 

1,208,800 

 2,415,550 

2,090,500 

Sewer Utility 1,489,000  1,646,000 

Stormwater Utility 332,000  235,050 

    

TOTAL: $16,947,450  $17,991,825 

 

 
MOTION: Councilor Maki moved and Councilor Langley seconded the motion to adopt   

  RESOLUTION NO. 15-92, RESOLUTION ADOPTING SUMS OF MONEY TO  

  BE LEVIED FOR LEVY YEAR 2015, PAYABLE IN 2016.  The motion carried  

  unanimously (7-0). 

 

  BE IT RESOLVED,  By the City Council of the City of Cloquet, Minnesota,   

  that the following sums of money be levied for the levy year 2015, payable in   

  2016, upon taxable property in the City of Cloquet, for the following    

  purposes: 

 
Fund Levy 

General $1,425,000 

Park 300,000 

Sewer 30,000 

Public Works Reserve 175,000 

Library 400,000 

Permanent Improvement 260,000 

GO Swimming Pond Debt  115,000 

Community Development 105,000 

TOTAL LEVY $2,810,000 

 
COOPERATIVE HOCKEY LEASE AGREEMENT 

 

MOTION: Councilor Bjerkness moved and Councilor Rock seconded the motion to approve the 

revised Cooperative Lease Agreement between the Cloquet Area Hockey Association, 

Cloquet Independent School District #94 and the City of Cloquet.  The motion carried 

unanimously (7-0). 

 

SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENTS TO CITY CONTRACT NO. 1038  

 

MOTION: Councilor Bjerkness moved and Councilor Maki seconded the motion to adopt 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-94, A RESOLUTION APPROVING SUPPLEMENTAL 

AGREEMENTS #1-2 TO CITY CONTRACT NO. 1038 FOR THE 

RECONSTRUCTION OF 22
ND

 STREET.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 
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  WHEREAS, The City awarded a contract to Ulland Brothers, Inc. for the   

  reconstruction of 22
nd

  Street from Carlton Avenue to Prospect Avenue on   

  April 15, 2014 (City Contract 1038); and  

 

  WHEREAS, During the course of construction unforeseen conditions resulted   

  in revisions to the original scope of work as covered by the Contract, Plans   

  and Contract Special Provisions; and 

 

  WHEREAS, The Contractor has requested additional payment as a result of   

  these changes; and 

 

  WHEREAS, The City Engineer concurs and has determined the Contractor is   

  due additional payment for such work. 

 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL   

  OF THE CITY OF CLOQUET, MINNESOTA, That Change Orders #1-2   

  to City Contract 1038, as prepared by the City Engineer, are approved in the   

  amount of $26,345.60. 

  

  HYDRAULIC BREAKER PURCHASE FOR WATER DEPARTMENT 

   

  MOTION: Councilor Kolodge moved and Councilor Wilkinson seconded the    

  motion to authorize the purchase of one Hydraulic Breaker for the Water    

  Department from Titan Machinery in the amount of $15,280.00.  The motion   

  carried  unanimously (7-0). 

 

  ASPHALT PLANER PURCHASE FOR STREET DEPARTMENT 

 

MOTION: Councilor Langley and Councilor Rock seconded the motion to     

  authorize the purchase of one Asphalt Planer (Milling Machine) for the Street   

  Department from Ziegler CAT in the amount of $6,952.00.  The motion    

  carried unanimously (7-0).   

   

  PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Dave Johnson addressed the Council regarding the impact of property taxes and desire to see our streets 

improved.   

 

Scott Konu, Stark Road, expressed his concern over the continual increases in taxes and was interested to 

learn more about his taxes.     

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS/UPDATES 

 

There were none. 

   

On motion duly carried by a unanimous yea vote of all members present on roll call, the Council 

adjourned. 

 

 

 

 

            

     Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator 

 















































Community Development Department 
1307 Cloquet Avenue • Cloquet MN  55720 

Phone:  218-879-2507 •  Fax:  218-879-6555 
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REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

 

 

To:   Mayor and Cloquet City Council 

From:   Holly Butcher, Community Development Director 

Reviewed by:  Brian Fritsinger, City Administrator     

Date:   December 9, 2015                                  

 

 

 ITEM DESCRIPTION: Rivdogg LLC/Dba Avenue C, LLC Economic Development Loan 

 

 Proposed Action 

Staff recommends the City Council move to approve a loan to the Avenue C Restaurant (Rivdogg LLC / 

Dba Avenue C) in the form of a $75,000 with a preliminary projected term of 15 years at a rate of 3% 

from Fund 203, subject to the applicant obtaining primary financing, and those terms being provided to 

the City to determine the City’s final terms and collateral.   

Background/Overview 

Doug Smith, owner of the Duluth Green Mill and former owner of McKenzie’s in Hermantown, plans to 

open a new start-up restaurant in Cloquet’s West End Historic District at 207 Avenue C (owned by Zach 

Wehr) in the former Eclipse Paint Studio space.  He has applied for gap financing from the City to assist 

his project.       

FINANCING REQUESTED 

The request to the City is financing in the amount of $75,000 to assist with leasehold improvements 

(building improvements done to the leased building to customize it for the tenant but improvements 

which stay with the building / Owner and are not collateral e.g. plumbing, electrical, painting, flooring, 

light fixtures etc.) 

The City would secure this loan with a first position on Coca-Cola stock provided as project collateral 

(valued at $60,000).  The primary lending institution (not yet determined) would most likely secure their 

loan with a first position on restaurant equipment and a second position on the applicant’s home mortgage 

(unless the primary lender choses to use SBA financing under which the City could instead purchase a 

loan participation which affords stronger loan protection).  
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